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QUESTION—RAILWAYS, BELECTRI-
FICATION.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the question of the elee-
frification of the suburban and hills railway
service been considered from the financial
and operating points of view? 2, Is it prae-
ticable from these viewpoints? 3, Will he
give an approximate estimafe of the capital
involved in the suggested change over?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, From an operating stand-
point it is practicable. The finaneial aspeect
regarcing the hills railway has net been
definitely determined. 3, See answer to
No. 2.

QUESTIONS (3)—MAIN ROADS
BOARD.

Payments into Trust Account.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has any money been paid into
the credit of the Main Roads Trust Account
from the land tax? 2, If so, what was the
amount standing to the eredit of that ae-
count on the 30th June, 19267

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

Upper Gascoyne Road Board, Proposed
Grant.

Mr. LINDSAY {for Mr. Thomson) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, Was he correctly
_reported in the “West Australian” of 3rd
August as having promised £20,000 spreac
over ten years to the ["pper Gaseoyne Road
Board? 2, If so, is this money to be taken
from the main roads grant? 3, If not from
the main road funds, which are outside
politieal control, from what fund does he
propose to alloeate the £20,0009
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Each of the road hoards in the North-
West was advised to forward for considera-
tion a programme of works covering a
period of ten (10) years. to be spent at the
rate of £2,000 per anoum, as T hoped that
that amount could be mace available if the
Federal Parliament passed the amendments
to the Main Roads Aet, and so made avail-
able the proposed additional money for
roads, and further, provided that the State
Parliament ratified the agreement. 2, Yes.
3, Answered by No. 2,

Construction Cosls, Paynient Assessments.

Mr. MILLINGTON asked the Minister
for Works: 1, What pereentage of the cost
of eonstruetion of roads undertaken by the
Main Roads Board is chargeable to local
governing hodies in regard to {a) main
roads, (h) developmental roads? 2, On
what basis are snch payments assessed? 3,
What is the period over which payments
sre extended?

The MINTSTER TFOR WORKS replied:
1, (a) 50 per cent. of expenditure incurred
by State. (h} According to the striet read-
ing of the Aect, local governing bedies are
chargeable with the same nercentage of costs
of developmentat roads as of wmain roads,
but as this was not the intention of the Gov-
ernment. it is proposed tfo intracuece an
amending Bill this session to exemnt local
authorities from lability to contribute to
the eost of construeting developmental roads.
2, Pavments arve assessable by the Mam
Roads Board in the manner preseribed by
the Act on the basis of benefits aceruing to
cach district by reason of expenditure. 3,
The assessed amonnt to be borne by each
distriet shall he deemed to be a lean for a
period of 30 wvears advanced by the
Treasurer.

QUESTION—TRAFYIC, MOTOR
ACCIDENTS.

Mr. MARSHATLT asked the Minister for
Police: 1, What was the total number of
recorded accidents with petrol-propelled
vehicles in the metropolis, including Fre-
mantle. Midland Junection and suburbs, for
the year ended 30th June, 19269 2, What
was the total number of injured and killed,
respectively, resulting therefrom?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, 372; 2, 30 killed, 342 injured. The fol-
lowing return gives particulars of all acei-

dents in the metropolitan area for the 12
monthe ended A0th June, 1926:—
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
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On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ah-
sence for two weeks granted to the member
for Hannans {(Hon. S. W. Muns:e) on the

grouné' of ill-health.

RESOLUTION — FINANCIAL

RELA-

TIONS, COMMONWEALTH AND

STATES,

On motion by the Premier, resolved: That
the resolution agreed to at the previous
sitting with regard to the financial rela-
tionship between the Commonwealth and -
the State Covernments be transmitted to
the Council, and its concurrence desired

therein.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and

Drainage Rates.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

A, MeCallum—South Fremantle)

[4.41] :

During last session, when I introduced the
Bill dealing with the inereased rating
powers under the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Ae¢t, I
made a statement to the House that that
measure did not actually impose the rates
but merely gave the ¥inister the power to
impose them, and that the rates themselves
would be struck by means of a regulation
that would be placed upon the Table of the
House, at whieh stage members would be
able to disenss them. I made that statement
based on the faet that it has been the
practice for the rates to be struck in that
way. That point was emphasised by the
Leader of the Opposition and by other
members of the Chamber. That has been
the practice not only under the Metropoli-
tan Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Act, but under the Aets dealing with the
goldfields water supply and water boards.
The maximum rate leviable was fixed by
means of regulations. Since the passing of
the Aet that was dealt with last session,
the position has been considered and the
Crown Law authorities advise that the
rates are not imposed by means of by-laws,
but that every year the Minister has to im-
pose the rates for the year and fix the,
actual amounts to be levied within the

limits allowed by the Act., We

are also

advised that it would not be proper to fix

the rates by means of a by-law.

As the
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resuit of that advice, the by-law under
which the rates were approved under the
1909 Aect bas been repealed, and it is not
proposed to frame a mew by-law. In view
of the definite promise I made when I intro-
duced the Bill, I wish to keep faith with
menibers by giving them full information
regarding the rates to be levied for the
financial year 1926-27, and the reasons in-
fluencing the Government in arriving at
those rates. I desire to make the state-
ment now becanse some members, particu-
larly those representing metropolitan con-
stituencies, may desire to refer to the ques-
tion during the debate on the Address-in-
reply. The rates levied for the financial
vear 1925-26, which were the maximum rates
under the 1909 Act, and the minimum vates,
were: Water rate, 1s, minimum rate, 10s.;
sewerage rate, 1s. 1d., minimum rate, 7s. 63.;
storm water rate, 5d., minimum rate, 2s. G6d.
The Act passed last session fixed the maxi-
mum rates as follows:—\Vater rate, 2s.;
sewerage rate, 1s. 6d.; storm water rate, 5d.
The minimom rates were left as they ob-
tained previously. Cabhinet has decided to
fix the rates for the financial year 1926-27
as follows:—Water rate, 1s. 5d.; sewerage
rate, 1s.; storm water rate, 3d. The
minimum rates will remain as they were.
It will be noted thaf, while the water rate
has been increased by 5d., the sewerage rate
has been decreased by 1d,, and the storm
water rate by 2d., so that the net increase
to the ratepayers who pay the three rates
will be 2d.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course the

water rate is mueh greater than are the
other rates.

The MINISTER FOR. WORKS: Yes. The
following figures indicate the reasons for
the increase of 5d. in the pound water rate:
The deficit on the water supply revenue ac-
count for the year 1925-26 was £38,757,
less acerned surplus to the 30th June, 1925,
£3,161, leaving a net deficit at the 30th
June, 1926, of £33,596. TFor the carrent
vear, 1926-27, it is estimated tkat the deficit
bhased on a )s, rate witl he £32,000, the
principal reasons for this deficit being that
the rate did not cover the operating costs
and lixed annual charges on increased
capital expended. One penny in the pound
on annual values produces £8195 and,
therefore, to cover this deficit an additional
water rate of 6.3d. in the pound should
be levied. This rate does not take into
aceount the acerued defieit of £33,596 o the
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30th June, 1926. To wipe off this defieit in
one year would require a further rate of
4.09d. in the pound. The (overnment, how-
ever, have decided to limit the water raie
for the year to 1s. 5d. in the pound, and to
rely on general development in the metro-
politan area to assist, by means of increased
valuations, excess water sales, and general
business, In reducing the acerued defieit to
the 30th June, 1926. Ratepayers will be
given an inereased water allowancc for the
increase in rates.

Mr. Mann: Will there be any increase in
the charge for excess water?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
defieit of £38,757 on water supply account
for the year 1925-26 should have been met
by an additional rate of 4.74. in the pound.
As, however, a 1s. rate was levied in July
and the Bill giving inereased rating powers
was not passed until December last, it was
not possible to meet this defieit; hence the
increase in the accrued deficit to the 30th
June, 1926. This deficit was due mainly to
additional interest charges on completed
works of improvement. The difference be-
tween the deficit for 1923-26-—£38,757—
and the estimated deficit for 1926-27—
£52,000—is £13,243, this inerease being
mainly due to increased interest charges
and operating expenses. Under the new
Act the maximom water rate is 2s.
in the pound. A rate of 1s. 5d. in
the pound will, in addition to meeting or-
dinary charges for maintenance, interest,
ete., party cover charges for interest on

£160,000 capital expended on the hills
mains,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: TIs that work
completed ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. I
shall give details as to how we allot the
charges,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Do not you
charge on work under construction?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Only
on the portion in use. The difference of
7d. in the pound is available, if required, to
meet interest, sinking fund and maintenance
charges on the balance of capital expendi-
ture on the hills mains, Churchman’s Brook
dam, and Wungong Brook reservoir when
these works are completed and taken on to
eapital account. Interest on capital expen-
diture on the hills scheme is being eapital-
ised and has not so far heen a charge against
the water supply revenue account but, as
pipe lines from the various sources have now
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been brought into use, it has been decided
to charge interest on portion of the eapital
expenditure, based on the total capacity of
the hills wains, as compared with the use
to which they are put. For 1925-26 the
amount so charged is £58,500, while for
1925.27 this amount will he increased. fo
£160,001.  The total expenditure on hills
mains i< £401,000, and interest on the bal-
ance of £301,000, plus expenditure on
Churchman’s Brook dam and Wuongong re-
servoir, will continue to be capitalised until
these works are brought into full use,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is sound
business.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As these
works are brought into full operation, it
will be necessary to consider furtler in-
oreases in rafes, subject to the limit fixed
under the new Act. The sewerage rate of
1s. in the pound represents a reduction of
1d. io the pound on the rate levied last
year. The position of the sewerage acecount
is az follows:—Acerued deficit on sewerage
revenue aceount to the 30th June, 1923,
£84,274, surplus for the year 1925-26
£9,767; net deficit at the 30th June, 1926,
£74,507. For the current year, 1926-27, as-
suming a rate of 1s. 1d. in the pound was
levied, the estimated surplus would he
£10,727. This surplus represents 2.07d. in
the pound, and by eliminating this credit
balance, we could reduce the rate from 1s.
1d. to 11d. in the pound. It is necessary,
however, that the acerued defieit to the 30th
June, 1926, should be reduced, and the Gov-
ernment have therefore decided to fix the
rate at 1ls. in the pound, which will have
the effect of reducing the deficit af the rate
of something over £5,000 per annum. Af
Subiaco, the sewerage system is being in-
stalled. A maximum rate of 1s. 6d. in the
pound, provided for in the new Act, was
fixed to cover the annual defieit on the Sub-
jaco works and the accrued annual deficit.
As, however, the Subiaco scheme will not
reach the rating stage until about the end
of the year 1926-27, it does not require con-
sideration this year. In regard to storm-
water rating, the acerued surplos on storm-
water drainage revenue account at 30th June,
1925, was £14,489, and the surplus for the
year 1925-26 £6,668: making a total ac-
erued surplus at the 30tk June, 1926, of
£21.157. If a rate of 5d. in the pound had
heen levied for 1926-27 a further estimated
surplus of approximately £7,400 would have
resulted. One penny in the pound on the
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stormwater rate is equal to about £5458,
and it is estimated that a rate of 3%3d. in
the pound would cover our expenditure for
1926-27, The Government have decided to
levy a rate of 3d. in the pound, and if any
loss results from this reduction, it will he
met from the acerued surplus of £21,157.
The rate of counrse will be reviewed from
year to year. The foregoing figures indicate
the hasis for fixing the rates for 1926-27.
Ag the water rate is being inereased, mem-
bers are entitled to information indicating
the nature of the improved services given to
ratepayers for the additional rate levied. For
the last tive vears the capital expenditure
on water supply capital account, exclusive
of the hills scheme, has been as follows:—

£
1921-22 85,311
1922-23 87,993
1923-24 241,266
1924-25 129,129
1925-26 55,045

£598,744

Tnterest and sinking fund charges on this
expenditure represent annually £41,912,
equal to a rate of 51d. in the pound. In
1922-23 an important programme of works
of improvement was embarked upon. These
works aceounl for the heavy expenditure in
1923-24 and 1924-25. The works, which
were part of a comprehensive scheme to pro-
vide an improved supply to the metropolitan
area, included reservoirs, filters and trunk
mains en which the total expenditure was
£410,826. Included in the list of works
were four service reservoirs representing a
total storage capacity of 36,600,000 gallons.
The fact that this additional supply was
available and that larger trunk mains were
laid to take water into the reticulation mains
assisted very largely in giving eonsumers a
more adequate supply than was possible in
the past, while the existenee of these im-
portant works and the provision of similar
works as the necessity arises gives an assur-
ance that the requiremenis of consumers
will be rveasonably met in the future.
Last vear a record for a single day’s supply
was established on the 2nd January, when
15,594,000 gallons were consumed. That re-
cord was exceeded on the 19th Jannary,
1926, when the consumption reached 18,119,-
000 gallons. Thus the peak supply for a
single day increased in one vear by 2,600,-
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000 gallons.
one year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
more people, of course,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
average daily consumption is 46.47 gallons
per head and the consumption per head on
the 18th Januvary was 98.47 gallons.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: The people do
not consume ijt; they bathe in it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is in-
teresting to compare the consumption in
Perth with that in other cities. In Sydney
(1924) the average daily consumption per
bead was 46.7 pallons, apd the maximum
daily econsumption per head was 64.8 gal-
lons.

Mr. Teesdale:
and parks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In Mel-
bow ye the figures {or the sam: yeur were: -
average daily consumption per head, 58.45
gallons, maximum daily consumption per
head 103.03 gallons. It will be seen that,
despite the fact that in Melbourne and Syd-
ney there is a very heavy consumption for
industrial purposes, while here the supply
for sueh purposes is negligible, our maxi-
mum day’s consumption is very much higher
than tbat of Sydawy and only slighiiy lawer
than that of Melbourne.

Mr. Mann: If we are to keep our gar-
dens going, we vequire more water nwing to
the sandy nature of the soil.

The MINISTER FOR WORXNS: Yes;
we shall always require more than do the
people of Melbourne or Sydney.

The Premier: And we also have a greater
area of gardens per head of population.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They are well
worth the expenditure of water.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
necessary for us to impose restrietions this
year because of the abnormal eonsumption
bnt compared with previous years the re-
strietions were not serious, the use of fixed
sprinklers being limited to certain hours daily
for a period of 22 days as against 41 days
in the previous vear. Jt was due to the new
hills mains and additional service reservoirs
that the department were able to meet the
abnormal demands with such slight restric-
tions. The figures relating to supplies from
the hills seheme are illuminating as showing
what has been got for the money expended.
Water was first brought into Perth from the
new scheme as follows:—from Church-
man’s Brook, 12th November, 1925; from

That was a terrific jump for

There were

Largely on tennis courts

a

[ASSEMBILY.]

Canning River, 4th December, 1925; and
from Wungong Brook, 9th February, 1926;
while a section of the pipe line from the
Causeway to Mt, Eliza was also put into use
on the same date. The quantity of water
ohtained from Churchman’s Brook from the
12th November, 1925, to 30th June, 1926,
was 127,761,000 . gallons; from Canning
River from the 4th December, 1925, to the
30th June, 1926, 324,949,000 gallons, and
from Wungong Brook from the 9th Febru-
ary, 1926, to the 30th June, 1926, 162,163,-
000 gallons. The total from _these 'three
sources has therefore been about 614,873,
000 gallous, or an average of 2,662,000 gal-
lons per day from the 12th November, 1925,
to the 30th June, 1926. This has been of
material assistance to the metropolitan
water supply, It will be realised that the
expenditure on the pipe lines was of sub-
stantial benefit to the ratepayers during the
past summer, and that without this aug-
mented supply the position would have been
serious. It can, therefore, be said that the
Government have met their obligations to
ratepayers and have to a greaf extenf re-
moved the disabilities under which consum-
ers have laboured for many years past. The
Government are also fully alive to the neces-
sity for providing for future inecreased de-
mands and will provide the funds necessary
to complete the various sections of the hills
scheme ineluding Churchman’s Brook dam
and Wungong reservoir.

Hon Sir James Mitchell: You are going
on with the scheme as you found it, are you
not?

The MINISTER for WORKS: The wall
at Churehman’s Brook has been sltered. We
had to go down in one place to 100 feet,
to find a sunitable foundation. The original
proposition was to go down only 6ft. We
are now exploring at Wungong to find a
suitable place for the wall there, but have
not yet definitely deeided where it will be
located. Shafts have been put down and
the country is being fested. The engineers
have agreed as {o the suitability of those two
spots.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Generally
speaking, the same scheme is being carried
on as when we left office,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
There is only one great alteration being
made. The Engineer-in-Chief is now having
exploratory work dome with a view to di-
verting s quanfity of water which now goes
into Mundaring, and sending it on to the
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new reservoirs. He is of opinion that the
country at the back of Mundaring is over-
reservoired, and that a lot of water goes over
the weir which conld well be econserved else-
where. He is endeavouring to find out
whether it is possible io divert the water in
this way. I have made this statement in
view of the fact that when the Bill was in-
troduced last session the House was of
opinton that the rates would be fixed by
legislation. The Leader of the Opposition
-said that this had always been done in the
past. I thiok it is due to the House that I
should make this explanation, in view of the
advice given by the Crown Law authorities,

ADDRISS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.
[}ehate resumed from the dth August.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelsou) [5.2]: It is
not my intention to speak at great lengih
upon the Address-in-reply. I am pleased
with many of the matters that have heen
mentioned in the Speech, but T must enter
my emphatie protest agaiost the proeedure
adopted when members of this Chamber
are summoned to hear the Speech read.
We in this House represent the people and
I do not think it is right that you, Mr.
Speaker, and other members should have to
listen to that Speech while standing on their
feet, although members of the Council are
made comfortable in their seats.

The Premier: We shall have the opening
next time in this Chamber.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Yes, or better condi-
tions and more comfort should be proviced
for us there. Qur legs are entitled to some
consideration.

Mr. Marshall: We could do away with
the whole lot, even the Address-in-reply,
without causing any barm.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The most important
part of the Speech is that relating to the
proposal to link up Boyup Brook with Cran-
brook. I have hammered awayv at this sub-
jeet for the last 20 years through railway
leagues and deputations, and during every
session of Parliament that I have been here.
Whenever possible I have stressed the ad-
visability of this railway being built in order
that the financial position of the State mizht
be rendered secure. I am glad the present
Government have seen fit, on the evicence
put before them by settlers and through
statistics, to make provision for this rail-
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way, which [ hope will be constructed at an
early date.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is another
matter, .

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I was surprised and
concerned the other night to hear the mem-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Thomsen) —
whether for politieal purposes or not I do
not know—econgratulatc the Government
upon their reference to this railway in the
Speech. Lest any of my remarks should be
misconstrued I have been very careful to go
through the volumes of “Hansard” for every
vear since I have been in Parliament, and I
find that on no other occasion has the hon.
member made any referenee to this railway.
There must have heen some ulberior motive
for his remarks. I do not know whether he
thinks he is going to deprive me of any
glorification over the matter.

Mr. Lindsay: Perhaps some of the rail-

« way will pass through his electorate.

Mr, J. FL SMITH.: Nof one mile of it

will do so.
Mr. Marshall: He suffers from a swelled
head.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : T do not wish to
cause any strife. We are sitting here in
Opposition because the polities of both sides
of the House are not in accord. In my
opinion the member for Katanning was
hitting below the belt when he tried to take
kudos for political motives, possibly in an
endeavour to have me deprived of my seat
at the next election.

The Minister for Works: Has he a Coun-
try Party man out against you?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: He has two. In my
opinion he had a political motive in Te-
ferring to this railway.

The Premier: He said yesterday their
prospeets of winning seats was never so
bright. You had better look out.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We have to face our
electors nex{ year. They are the bhest
judges.

Mr. Lindsay: Not always.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Sometimes we think
our prospects are bright when thev are
really black; at other times they look black,
whereas there is a silver lining to them. I
thank the Premier for making provision for
this railway, and for promising to introdmce
a construction Bill. I am econvinced that
every member of this Chamber, when he
hears the facts and the statisties, will realise
what this rtailway means to-the State. I
hope it will be commenced within a few
months. The traffic from the timber indus-
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try along the route will from its inception
enable it to pay for itself ten times over.
I regret that another railway which is so
essential to the opening up of this great
unéeveloped belt of country is not men-
tioned. Lasi session I put a question to the
Premier, and was buoyed up with hope at
the answer. I telegraphed to different
people that the Premier had told me that,
acting on the report of the advisory board,
he had agreed to make a survey of both rail-
ways. 1 am not complaining too bitterly.

Mr. Pantoen: You have had 50 per cent.
of what you asked for.

Mr. J. H SMITH: Perhaps it was an
oversight that the other railway was not
mentioned.

The Premier: That is not to say we are
not going on with it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T trust the Govern-
ment will see the folly of their ways.

The Premier: I have held that back to
see how you would behave vourself this
session.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : I shall be on my
best behaviour, if I am.sure that the people
who have been suffering so long will get
their line. T shall not, however, refrain
from advocating it at every opportunity. I
was disappointed to find that the group
settlement railway between Jarnadup and
Denmark is not mentioned in the Speech.
Both the Premier and the Minister for
Lands know how important this is for the
settlers.

The Minister for Lands: That was passed.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Tt is not passed. The
(Government eommenced the railway from
the Denmark end? What about the Pem-
herton end?

The Minister for Lands: We have to get
the money for that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: JTs iits construction
{from hoth ends authorised ?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Leader of the
Opposition also says it is anthorised. He
spoke for three hours one night discussing
this matter. I have heard the member for
Avon talk about railways that were author-
ised 18 years ago.

The Premier: Promised 18 vears ago.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Railways have heen
promised for many years but not huilt. T
want something more than mere anthorisa-
tion. I rememher a hurdle racer named
“Authorised.” Some people lost a Yot of
money over him. We want something more
definite.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: You could not
bave the Bill if it were not authorised.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: When are we to gel
the railway?

The Minister for Lands: When we get the
money.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If it were going to
be built it would he mentioned in the Speech,
When will the money be available?

The Minister for Lands: Oh, well!

Myr, J. H, SMITH: There are settlers
living between 30 and 40 miles away from
a railway,

The Minister for Lands: They have good
roads and a good motor service,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They live all this dis-
tance from an existing railway. I regret
that this line is not provided for, I believe
the Government realise their responsibili-
ties. Promises have to be fulfilled. The
gauntlet has to be run next year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will huild
it for you next year.

The Minister for Lunds: You mean that
Parliament will do so.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T mean thai
we on this side of the House will do so.

Mr. J. H., SMITH: If Parliament will
give me a guarantee to build the railway, 1
shall be more eontent.

The Premier: There is that 18-vear old
promise ahead of it.

Mr. Lindsay: There is a fine road.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Tt is the best road in
Western Australia,

AMr. Lindsav: Why do you want a rail
way?

Ar. J. H. SMITH: A road has been con-
siructed for 20 miles from Pemberton t:
Northeliffe, It is nsed for heavy transport,
Lut it runs through 14 miles of State forest
from whieh no rates are collected. Tf the
Minister for Works carries out his pro-
posals, and the local anthority is called
upon to maintain this road after a couple
of wvears, I guaraniee that it will not b«
long before it becomes a veritable gquag
mire, and impassahle.

The Minister for Lands: Yon know thai
15 nnt 0.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister knows
that it is so. T know that it is so. Tf the
road is handed over to the local authority
te-morrow, that road will become a quag
mire speedily. simply heeause the road hoard
will not have sufficient money to maintair
two miles of it. '
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~ Mr. Lindsay: They have paid nothing for
1t yet, though.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: XNo, of course not,
secing that it is a developmental road.

The Minister for Works: Some people get
roads huilt for them and then want the
roads kept up.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: How is it possible to
keep up a road under such conditions? If
the Government would give np their State
trading eoncerns

The Minister for Works: Are you in fav-
our of selling the State Sawmills?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the Government
would give up their State trading concerns
and State Sawmills, and would say to the
private timber firms, “You must allow the
Warren Road Board to rate the whole of
the timber concessions,” then the Warren
Road Board would not mind maintaining
that road. Under existing conditions, how-
ever, it is impossible. Now I shall touch
on the question of education. 1 shall not
tear the department to pieces, but I con-
tend that many more facilities are required
in my distriet to-day. We have sechools, but
we have no roads to them, and therefore
the children cannot atfend them. 1 um
pleased to hear that the difficulty avhich
arose at Northeliffe is being remedied. It
did, however, give the Northcliffe parents
great concern that their children could not
attend school, simply becaunse of lack of
facilities for getting to school. As soon as
I saw the BEducation Department om the
subjeet, I was informed thal in view of the
conditions existing the regulation as to
aftendance would noet be enforeced. No
doubt everyone here seeks to advance his
own part of the State. Any member would
he a poor representative if he did nrot lock
after the interests of the kiddies and of the
children just leaving school in his distriet.
My electorate is a very large one, with im-
portant eentres. Indeed, Bridgetown is the
centre of the South-West. Now, T want fo
see a secondary school esfablished at
Bridgetown, the secondary sehool at Bun-
bury being out of our reach. I also want
to see an agrieultural coliege established ai
Bridgetown. The Premier laughs. How-
cver, agricultural colleges can be estublished
at Narrogin and throughount the wheat helt.
Look at the way public money is being
spent there.

The Minister for Works:
harhour for you?

YWhat about a
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© Mr. J. H. SMITH: I want a harbour at
Bupbury. Bunbury is represented by a
Government supporter. If I were a Gov-
ernment supporier, I would stir up things
a bit regarding the Bunbury harbour. ¥
repeat that 1 want an agricultural college
established in my electorate, and for prefer-
cence at Bridgetown, whieh is the hub of the
South-West. No better country ever ex-
isted ilan that which I represent. I defy
any member to contradiet that statement. I
am pleased to say that the Government have
given me a very fair deal. They are so im-
pressed with my part of the State that they
alt come along to see it, and, having seen
it, I do not say they remain to pray, but
they go uway with an excellent impression
of my disirict, On the sand plains and on
the wheat balt agricultural colleges are pro-
vided.

Mr. lindsay: At Narrogin there is un
agricultural sehool, not am agrieultnral col-
lege.

Mr, J, H. SMTTH: T will meet the Lon.
member on his own ground and ask for an
agricultural school. In my electorate we
want our boys to be taught farming uoder
the conditions of the South-West as they
exist to-day. Thus I want a secondary
school and an agricultural school. In addi-
tion, I want an experimental farm, though,
not being parochial, I do not ask for thut
to be established at Bridgetown. It should
be established on one of the groups. We
want someone to teach the groonp settlers
how to grow crops in rotation, so that they
will know when fo plant this, that, and the
other thing. My requirements, therefore,
are a seecondary school, an agricultural
school, and an experimental farm, Affer
all, that is not very much to ask, con-
sidering the rnormous amount of money
that is being =pent in the settlement of
people on our south-western lands. Next
I wish to touch on a hig question, a question
that has given every member of the House
a great deal of eoncern—grounp seitlement,
First of all T wish to pay a compliment to
the Minister conirolling the gzroup settle-
ment scheme. T know of no more earnest
man in this State, of no man who is trying
to do more to advance the State, than that
hon. gentleman.

Mr. Teesdale: You will get your agricul-
tural sehool now.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have just made a
tour through the whole of the group settle-
ments in my electorate, as a result of which
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I find that at least 90 per cent. of the settlers
welcome the change-over from sustenanee to
piecework conditions. I am sure members
opposite will realise that under ihe old con-
ditions the sustenance allowanece of 10s. per
day could not be called an existence, seeing
that the settlers had to pay from 20 to 30
per cent. above Perth prices for their com-
modities. The Minister for Lands, in his
wisdom, issued cireular No. 88. That eir-
enlar was brought into force beenuse on
some groups, now dishanded, the settlers
were carning more money ithan they were
entitled to earn if group scttlement is to be
a success. This may have heen due to want
of knowledge on the part of the foremen as
to the nature of the country that was being
cleared. Let me add that I faveur a limita-
tion of earnings. The present limitation,
however, is much too low. Again T have to
cross swords with the Leader of the Country
Party as to his great anxiety to do some-
thing for the welfare of the group settlers.
On the one hand he says that the capital-
isation of the groups is much too high and
that there will have to be a good deal of
writing down, in view of the contract made
with the scttler that the cost of his farm
should not be more than £1,000. The other
night the hon, member said—this can he
verified  from “Hansard”—*Why put a
limmitation of any description on the sertler?
Let him have £100 or £200” What about
capitalisation then? The Leader of the
Country Party has not studied the condi-
tions of group settlement or their hetter-
ment. but has been actuated hy purely
political motives. His organisation has been
at work in the group settlements, and al-
ready a eandidate has been selected to con-
test the seat against me.

My, Lindsax: You seem a bit scared.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am not at all scared.
If T zo out of the House to-morrow, some-
one whom the cleetors think hetter fitted for
the position will 11 my place.

The Minister for Lands: Tt will not he a
Country Party man.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 will say deliberately
that all this has been done from purely
political motives. [ have no quarvel with
the Conntry Party, but T am bound to ex-
press my opinion that if the T.eader of the
Couniry Party had been moved by the least
{ittle of sincerity in this matter, he would
not have left the group sctilements nnvisited
until two or lhree months ago. He came to
my home town on a political stunt, and then
went out to visit a couple of groups which
had been established a few months. That
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represents all the hon. wmember has
seen of group settlements in my elec-
torate. 1 believe he went down to the
Denmark  gronp  settlements, but  this
also was for political purposes. Then
be comes te this House and poses
ag an authovity on group seiflement.
Giroup settlements have been established for
five yvears, and if the Leader of the Country
Party was really sincere in his anxiety on
behalf of the settlers, he would have visited
them four or five years ago, instead of leav-
ing it until two or three months back, 1
speak more in sorrew than in anger when
I say that therc is no sincerity in the hon
member’s actions. I do not believe that he
has really studied the question of group
settlement one iota. He simply eomes here
with a lot of words, saying that we should
give the settlers this and that, without liri.
tation of earnings, Tn the next breath he
says that there is no possible chanee of
group seftlement proving a suceess because
the holdings are over-capitalised,

The Premier: What about the sauander-
ing of those millions?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We have heard a lof
about that, but I will not be led into ar
argument of any description.

Mr. Lindsay: It may be a trap,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T do not believe the
Premier would stoop to such a subterfuge
or set a trap of any deseription. Now ]
wish te lalk to the DMinistér controlling
gronp settlements with regard to ecireula
No. 83,  Whoever has the brain out of
whieh that circular was evolved must be ¢
wonderful man. Sustenance conditions wer
ad, but under circular No. 88 it would b
impossible for any man to live and main
tain his family. T am pleased that the Min
ister, in response to a question of mine, ha
thought fit to withdraw cirenlar No. 88.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: Tt was withdraw
some time ago,

Me. J. H. SMITH : Dealing now with th
limitation, let me say that when T was w
the groups it was raining day after day—
4% incbes of rain fell in three days. 4
sctfler would not be able to earn £3 in
month of such weather. Yet the settler
have children to keep, and they have m
credit with the storekecepers because the sus
tenance allowance and the “blue tails” hav
heen ent out.

Mr. Latham: What i5 a blne tail?

Mr, J.H. SMITH: A little bit of a
order they give. Next month the settler
cannot make it up, because every mont
stands on its own,
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The Minister for Lands:
that?

Mr. J. H. SM1TH:
from the department,
cireular No. 8S.

The Minister for Lamls: 1t bas gone.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, but what is the
modification? T have bere a lot of figures,
Each month stands aiene. 1F ‘he Minister
says that is wrong. I will read all these
figures.

The Minister for Lands: It is wrong.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Which is the chef
Factor in making *he group settlements a
success, the settlers or the officers? I say
they must work hand in hand. More con-
sideration should he given te ke hitation
of earnings.

The Minister for Lands:
he any more given.

Me. J, H. SMITH: I do not want to see
a man earning £70 or £80; if I saw that, I
would sack the foreman forthwith.

The Minister for Lands: No man alone
earns £70,

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
carn £60.

The Minister for Lands: Not a man
alone; he brings in his friends.

Mr. Lindsay: I know that one man earned
£70 6s. in a month.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Nobody objects to
the limitation of earnings, hut there must
be a certain amounf of spare-time eflort.
After a man’s group is dissolved, he can put
in a Iot of spare-time effort. I want to see
the limitation increased from £20 10s. to
£30. The balance above £25 10s. could
zo to his feed and fertiliser accounts, How-
ever, the departmment will not listen to that;
they say, “You must be bound hard and fast
by these rules.”

Mr. Lindsay: What was the expenditure
of vour man who earned £607?

Mr, J. H, SMITII: T cannot say for,
unfortunately, I have not my little book
with me. Down in the Northeliffe area,
where the groups are not dissolved, the
limitation was £19 10s. and is now £20 10s.
T can prove that the dynamite account in
one man’s contract was over 50 per cent. of
his earnings.

The Mimister for Lands: Then he wasted
the stuff.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know that,
but I know it was over B0 per cent. of his
earnings. 1 examined a number of instances
in the bottle bush country, and there was not

Who told von

1t is an instruction
1 ama speakiny nbout

There will not

I have known a man
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one in which the gelignite account was less
than 40 per eent. of the earnings.

Mr. A. Wansbrough”:* What do they want
gelignite for?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is the system in
the bottle brush country.

Mr, A, Wansbrough: Then it is a waste,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Still, it is used. Also
there are in that area new settlers who tell
me that, on enlisting for the group settle-
ments, they were guaranteed a snstenance
allowance of 10s. per day for three years.
That guarantee was given them when they
signed. Then, immediately they get down
there, they find they are to bave three
months on sustenance, and then go on to
piece work,

The Minister for Lands:
sigh for anything,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They do not object
to piece work; they are all in favour of it
under fair conditions, and without any nar-
row limitation of earnings.

The Minister for Lands: I wish you would
give me their names.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, I have a list of
names that I will supply to the Minister,
Now we come to the questions of pasture
and cows, including dead cows. However,
that dead cow business has been deferred;
it will come up for consideration at a later
date, when inquiry will be made as to
whether the death was due to carelessness.

The Minister for Lands: Yoo tell all
good settlers on my behalf that, if we sup-
pl¥ a settler with a cow, he has to pay for it
whether it be dead or alive.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But the ecow may be
dizeased and may die immediately after its
arrival, in which case the settler is debited
with 30s. a month for a dead cow.

Mr. Richardson: Settlers eannot he sup-
plied with cows for nothing.

The Minister for Agriculture: If an or-
dinary settler buys a cow and it dies, does
he not pay for it?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But many of the
cows supplied to the group settlers are of
very inferior quality.

Mr. Maley: What is the price of those
cows?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The settlers do not
know, They get some at £12 and some at
£18. Every dairvman knows that there must
be rotation of cows. Because you have 15
eows, it does not follow that your 15 eows
will be in full profit all the year round.

They do not
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Mr. Lindsay: Evidently you ave begin-
uing to appreciate the report of the Royal
Commission.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If, out of 15 cows,
nine are in full protit, the setfler is doing
pretty well. Yet the department say that
atter the first lactation period those cows
have to be debited against the group settler
to the tune of 30s. per month,

The Minister for Lands: There is no de-
bit at all. It only means that, on the aver-
age of the year, a cow is expected to earn
15s. monthly. If the settler is loaned the
money he has to rvepay it aceordingly,

Mr, J. H. SMITH: They lend him the
money in order tu help him live the re-
mainder of the year.

The Minister for Lands: There never was
any intention fo give the seftler 15 cows.

My, J. H. SMITH: But after the first
lactation peried, he bas nothing to live
npon.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, he has.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Possibly more than
half the cows are dry after the first lacta-
tion period. Lt presents a very serious
problem.

The Minister for Lands: Let us close down
the groups.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, we do not want
that. They now have a settlers’ assoeiation.

The Minister for Lands: They have had
that all the time.

My. J. H. SMITH: Ny, they have had
progress associations amwongst individual
groups, but now they havi amalgawated and
formed « settlers’ association of a non-
political character and devised for the
benefit uf the settlers.

The Minister for Lands: One party told
me the assoeciation represented the lot, but
another party told me that it was not repre-
sentative at all. I am to have another depu-
tation on the snbject next week.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: A deputation to the
Minister a fortnight ago represented the
Busselton areas and an area south of Bridge-
town.

Myr. Wilson: They did not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: However, that is the
position: the settlers say their eows are not
worth 10s. per month.

The Minister for Lands: They have said
thev are not worth 5s. per month,

Mr. Lindsay: What a libel on the South-
West!

Mr. .J. H. SMITH: Last year, the member
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) asked what T
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considercd a good cow was wortk, 1 once
had 1wo good cows bringing in £6 a month.
The class of cows supplied te the group sei-
tlers will have to go through a building up
process, Tor they include all sorts of breeds.
A liitle while ago I was at a meeting on
Group 31, The settlers there are enthus-
iastic daivymen.  They bhave a testing
machine. Oune of the cows tested as low as
23. Miik, I may say, cannot lawfully be
sold under 3.2, The cow that tested so low
is knewn down there by an opprobrious
epithet, The settlers say they cannot live
and pay 30s. a month for a cow.

The Minister for Lands: One settler in
your distriet said his cows were splendid.

Mr. J. H. SMLUUH: That is only one in-
stance. I know of many good cows there,
and I know of others that are no good at
all.  The bailding up period will occupy at
least five years. 1f the previous Government
ltad listened to me when the last drought
occurred, we should have been able to stoek
the groups to-day without any anxiety on
the part of the Minister. The settlers are
right hard up against it, as hard as it i
possible for them to be. They say their
limitations have to be increased and that
the 30s. per month per cow must he rednced.
They suggest that 10s. is n reasonable pro-
position. I do not support that; I say that
we should come down to 13s. These eows
arc bonghi by experts and are supposed fo
he dairy stock.

The Minister for Agriculture: Are they
not?

Mr. J. H. SMITH : From my observations
they were not in bad condition, but the de-
partment scems to have made a hell of a
mess of the purchase 6f these eatile.

The Minister tor Lands: I have just re-
membered what you told the Premier about
the eream.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister does not
seem to vealise that a hard and fast rule has
leen laid down, The member for Sussex
(Mr. Barnard) and the member for Collie
(Mr. Wilson) know what the position is, and
it is no wonder that they look worried. The
Minister will not understand that 15 cows
will not mitk all the vear round. You must
have votation. Tf a eow does not have a
calf the owner has to pay whether the cow
i drv or otherwisc.

The Minister for Tands: Of course he has
to pay. What would he do if T gave him
only six cows?
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Mr. J. H, SMITH: If you gave bim six
good cows he would be able to earn some-
thing tu kecp the pot boiling. Let the Min-
ister go through my district—possibly 1 have
been tavoured in my areas—and he will see
fur himself what the position is. I do noi
intend to step on the corns of the members
for Sassex and Collie; T am only relating
what is bappeniug in wy distriet. [ wish
the Minister to understand that I am not
criticul; I am werely showing bow impos-
sible it is, unless the limitation is increased,
for these men to continue.

The Minister for Lands: They can go ofi
if they like, but they will not get anything
more from me.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister, I am
sure, is soft-hearted.

The Minister for Lands: I have been too
sott-hearted,

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The Minister may not
know ihat some of the best men are leaving
their holdings, and this is just for the want
of a little consideration. In addition to
what | have pointed out, the settiers have
to pay 30s. a month for the third horse.
Wipe that out too and give them a chance
Lo earn a little outside,

'The Minister for Lands: The State does
not provide them with the third horse.

Mr. J. EL SMITH: Now I will refer to
the man we are endeavouring to encourage
to go on the groups and stay there. The
limitation of earnings comes in again, &
man does not bury himself in the bush
vnless it be for his ehildren, but the depart-
ment frames a regulation providing that
the earnings of a boy shall be nil until ke
reaches the age of 16 years. After that
age to keep, feed and maintain the boy and
give him an interest in the farm, the father
is given the wonderful amonni of £3 per
month for the lad. Is that not hopeless,
especially when we remember that everyone
is looking out for boys and is prepared to
take them at 30s. per week?

The Minister for Lands: We are not pay-
ing them wages; the lads work for their
fathers.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course, and the
fathers have to feed them. How is il
possible for a father to Teed the lad and
pay all the charges, the 30s. for the cow,
30s, for the third Lorse, ete.? Then, what
about the horse feed?

The Minister for Lands :
grow feed for his horses?

Does he not
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Jdir. J. H, SMITH: There sheuld Le some
discrimination. Olten there are boys of 1.
or 14 years of age and some - allowance
should be made for them. Surely the Min-
ister will agree with thar suggestion,

he Minister for Lands : The Minister
will not agree to it; do not forget that thes
peuple do not pay rent, .

Mr. J. 1L SAITH : 1f a man is there
without a family he is still allowed to take
a certain amount of money, and that, too,
without having a family to feed. An
alteration shounld be made there.

The Blinister for Lands: We are not
providing families; we are providing farms,

Mr. J. H, BMITH: But yon must have the
families.

The Minister for Lands:
their own families.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: T know. I heard »
little story about the Minister, but I aw
not going to repeat it here. Still, something
should be done to keep the boys satisfied,
otherwise they will drift away from the
farms and go to work for someone else.
Then they will be lost ta group settlements.
If there is a boy over 16 years of age on the
holding next to that of his father, he is per-
mitted to go to the adjoining holding.

The Minister for Lands: e can go any-
where on the groups; ke can take a holding
for himself,

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Group settlements
have made wonderful strides. One can 2o
through that area and see beautiful farms
established that would scareely pass the
understanding of any man who had been
there three or four vears before. One ean
hardly realise the enormous amount of
work that has been done. Where once therc
was heavy forest country it is now possible
to see smiling homesteads such as to make
the heart rejoice. There is a great future
in store for that part of the country. But
we have many little problems to face and it
is only by criticism that we can remedy
them. We should take the group settler
into our confidence, for is he not the chie
essential towards suceess? We should make
him a partner and then we should worl
together. In that way only can we secure
the success that we wish for. The scheme
is very big and in my opinion it shonld be
placed under the contrel of a board of
practical men. I have heard a great deul
of disenssion on the subject of advisory
boards, and no doubt the Minister will tel
us that he has capable advisers on the

They provide
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board as it is at present constituted. There
are on this board the managing trustee of
the Agricultural Bank, the Director of Agri-
culture and the Dairy Expert.

T'he DMinisler for Lands:
accountant,

Mr. 4. W, SMITH: Al are very capable
men. My opinion is that we should ha-.
practical men.

The Minister for Lands: They are all
practical men.

Mr. J. II. SMITH: 1t Parliament in its
wisdom secs fit to establish an Agricultural
Bapk under a board of management; if in
connection with the control of the main
roads of the State it is necessary to appoint
a board, surely it would he advisable to
have a board, under the control of the
Minister, consisting of pracetical meun to look
after the interests of the groups.

The Minister for Lands: There will be so
many hoards dirvectly that it will not he
necessary to have a Parliament.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Would it not be
advisable to have praetical men sitting
around a table debating the position of the
groups better than many of us are ahle to
do? In fact, we could appoint two, one for
the South-West and one for the Peel Estate.

The Minister for Lands: Just fanev a
man being appointed to such a board when
he had received advances from State funds!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: After all, that merely
represents a loan, and it takes two to make
a contract, each party having to be satisfied.

And the

It does not mean hecanse money is advanced

to a person, that that person is bound body
and soul, and cannot have any sav regarding
the expenditure of that money.

Mr. Lindsay: Yon ought to he ashamed
to make some of the statements wvoun have
made.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: | am not ashamed,
and I will speak the truth and speak it
whenever I can! If the mewmber for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) were honest, if he
were without any political pull, if he were
without someone behind him telling him to
go here, or to do this or that, if he were
sincere without twisting one way or the
other, then, and then only, would he have
nothing to be ashamed of. Under present
conditions his bosses are sitting in confer-
ence in the ecity, dictating to him and telling
him what he must do.

Mr. Lindsay: They dietated to you at
one time, and von were glad enough of it
then.
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My, J. H, SMITH: You have to submit
to the bosses to-day.

Mr. Lindsay: You crawled into Parlia-
ment on our backs and then twisted.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: To-day the member
for Toodyay has to co just as he is told.
He is not responsible to the eleetors at all,
but is responsible to the erowd down there
at the conference who dictate to him.

The Minister for Works: What abouot the
talk regarding ecordial relationships between
the sections on your side of the House?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: T was just wondering
about that.

Mr. Lindsay: What about the memher for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) chipping the
member for Katanning (My. Thomson)?

The Minister for Works: Yes, what about
that?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Apparently the
Government side of the House is not very
pleased!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The mewher for
Toodyay asks what I said about the member
for Katanning who was not in the House
at the time. T will repeat the gist of what
I said. I said that at the eleventh hour, that
hon. member had taken an interest in the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway. That was
the first time I had ever heard him mention
it in the House and I wondered! what
ulterior motive was behind it. I wondered
whether it was political or otherwise. I will
repeat what T said about the gronp settle-
ments, too, Although they had heen in ex-
istence for five years, it was only during the
last few months that the member for
Katanning thought it worth while to visit
the groups. He visited merely a small por-
tion of the group aveas, and made in-
quiries there in order to bring questions up
before the House. I wondered whether his
motive was politieal or otherwise, and
whether there was something nlterior behind
it.

Mr. Lindsay: Cordial relations!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Never mind about
cordial relations; it is absolutely true.

Mr. Thomson: If you make a statement,
of course it must be true.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course it is true.
I have now &rawn from the member for
Katanning the interjection that I was wait-
ing for. T spent three hours this morninz
pernsing “Hansard,” and T say that my
statement is true.

Mr. Panton: ¥You did not read in three
hours all that the member for Katanning
said !
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Mr. J, H. SMITH: No, there was a lot
of flapdeodle in it, and 1 did not read that
stuff. I notice a reference made in the
Governor’s Speech to our forests, and the
poliey of the Censervator of Forests. As
Minister for Forests the Premier will know
that, year after vear, I have been advocating
veform in connection with onr forests. I
have urzed that upon the present Govern-
ment and upon other Governwments as well.
I have protested against the amount of
noney being wasted and stressed the
wealth that is lving dormant in our forests
to-day. Many people regard me in the light
of a destrover. They think I would have
the forests depleted of all marketable
jarrah, leaving posterity to look after itself.
Nothing is further from my mind.  The
sther night the Premier said that a million
aeres of land had heen dedicated for the
purposes of the Forests Department. What
[ am concerned about is that possibly owing
to his lack of knowledge of the areas con-
erned, and the conditions imposed by the
Jonservator, he may be undaly influenced
regarding the dedication of certain areas.
With respect fo the million acres of land re-
ferred to, T assert that already thousands
and possibly hundreds of thousands of
pounds have heen squandered on work,
swing to the methods employec by officers
»f the department. Recently the Conservator
of Forests ringharked trees over an area
:omprising many thousands of aeres of land
ind destroved thousands upon fhousands of
younds worth of timber. He has lost all the
oyalties that could have been collected
om  that timber, and this work has
jeen done in order to further the reforesta-
-jon policy! Only one or two virile jarrah
rees per acre have been left for sceding
yurposes, and the effect of the regencra-
jon may possibly be felt in the nexi 200
cears or so. The Conservator did not call
‘or tenders for the disposal of the timber
fanding en that country, but destroyed it.
[f the Premier desires to make inquiries
oncerning this matter, I ean give him fhe
ocation number and the names of people
vho were prepared to pay anvthing from
0s. to 20s. per load in rovaltes. Most of
‘hat country wounld return from a load to
o loads per acre.

The Premier: I shall be glad if von will
rrite to me giving full particulars.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will tell the country
‘he partieulars now. The area in question
= situate hehind Colonel Brazier’'s property

fo1
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at Kirrup and runs down to Jarrahwood.
All that country has been rung apart from
a few trees to the acre that have been left
for seeding purposes. Teo anyone who has
studied the timber industry which is of such
value to this State, the effect of this will be
apparent. Particularly is this so having re-
gard to the railway freight that has been
lost. The timber industry means many
thousands of pounds to the railways. OQur
timber has to pay ls. 6d. for wharfage dues,
whereas wheat is free. As a result of the
departmental action I have referred to, the
State has lost a considerable amount of
money. At the present time, sleepers are
being carfed from areas privately owned,
and although they have to he carted up-
wards of 25 miles, 10s. a load is being
paid for the timber. Alongsice cxisting
railways, thousand npon thousands of loads
of timber arc going to waste every year.
Why is this so? Simply because Parlia-
ment was foolish enough when passing the
Forests JAet, to hand over the reins of con-
trol into the hands of one individual who
reigns supreme. We cannot do anything
with him. 1 have endeavoured repeatedly
to secure an amendment of the Forests Act.
Why does not the Premier as Minister con-
trelling our forests interest himself in the
guestion, see the members vepresenting con-
stituencies in the timber distriets, get their
views and then formulate amendments to
the Act. That would cut out the wastage
of timber that is so apparent to-day.

The Premier: Do you think it is my fune-
tion to go round to see members? Is it not
a fair thing that members should make re-
presentations to the heads of departments
themselves ag well as to me?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have been making
such representations in this Chamber foryears
past and surely I should be regarded as
having spoken in all sincerity. We have
practical men in the Forests Department
who eould go through the distriets eoncerned.
I know the marketable timber that could
be taken from the forests there. One hears
the old question of the timber hewer versus
the sawmiller, raised from time fo time.
Some people seem to think that the saw-
millers are so much cheaper and do finer
work than the hewers. If we could get a
band of timber hewers, such as we had in the
old days, the mills wonld be peaten every
time, The hewers proved their worth in
a test at Jarrahdale and showed that thev
could cut sleepers more economieally than
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the mills could turn them ont. Hewn sleep-
e1s can be eut muech more cheaply than the
sawn sleepers can be turned out.

Hon. & Taylor: But you do not get the
sawne quantity of timber,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know about
that. If the member for Forrest (Miss Hol-
nin} were to turn up her records, she would
be able to show that the hewers beat the
snwmillers when it eame to a test.

Mr. Wilson: But the kewers had the pick
of the timber.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, I understand the
timber was brought to the landing at Jarrah-
dale and was hewn and sawn therc under
test conditions.

Hon. G. Taylor: T was there at the time.

Mr. J. I, SMIiTH: 1 wish to impress
upon the Premier the necessity for properly
rutting out Lhe bush. 1T do not know exactly
what has been dedicated, but surely he
should be able fo conserve the interests of
the State and sce that huge sums are not
lost to the Treasury.

Mr. Wilton: Are you sure that upwards
of £1 a load could have been secured for that
timher ¢

Mr. J, H> SMITH: Yes. Timber from
the Margaret River area brought 35s. a load.

Mr. Wilson : But that is in different
country.

Me, J. H. SMITII: Then there was tim-
ber from the group seftleraent aveas that
had been eut out a dozen times; some ol
that brought 28s. a load. [ guarantee tha:
1 ean zet people willing to pay £1 a load.
Under the Forests Act, every location
thrown open for sleeper hewing or milling
is sold by auction.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Before tea I was en-
deavouring o point out to the Minister
controlling the forests the revenue - that
would be derived iff he were to throw open
lands adjacent to the ratlways: open, not
only to timber hewers, but to sawmillers.
I am afraid that, possibly, T exceeded the
limits of good taste, which I did not intend
to do. However, T want to put up to the
Minister a plea that he should see that some-
thing is done to cut out the limber helow
a girth of 70 inches. I have been preaching
this, vear in and vear out, and I am endeav-
ouring to show the House what a great asset
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the timber hewer is to the country. Mem-
bers are aware that unless a man in the in-
dustry had a license prior to 1918, when the
war terminated, he is not now entitled to go
on Crown lands to cut timber, Beeause of
this, many of our owu sons whe never
bothered to get licenses prior to 1918, are
now debarred, while foreigners are cufting
in private paddocks. 1 want to say to fhe
Minister confrolling the State Sawmills that
under the present system those mills employ
foreigners, whilst Britishers are walking
about looking for employment. I want the
Minister controlling the forests to leave the
decision in respeet of granting licenses to
our own sons entirely in the hands of the
foresters officiating in the South-West. All
the members representing the Sounth-West
are unanimously of opinion that that should
he done. Now just 2 word about saw mill-
ing and State enterprise. A long time ago,
when the No. 1 State mill was destroyed hy
tire, the men working there had to seek ens-
ployment elsewhere. The Minister control-
ling the sawmills, in reply to a question
asked in the House, said it was the inten-
tion of the Government to reconstrucet thai
mill. In answer to a question by me the
other evening, the Minister said he had
secured work at Pemberton for the men
thrown out of employment by the destine-
tion of the No. 1 mill. That is so, but many
men had to get out in order to afford em-
ployment for those married men. Moreover,
e  wives and children of those mar-
ried men were still at Lhe No. 1 mill,
and so those men have had to maintain two
homes. 1 cannot find out whether the Gov-
ernment still intend to reconstruct the No.
1 Mill. 1 remember that when the mill was
destroved, the member for Forrest asked the
Minisier what were the intenlionz of the
Government, and if T am not mistaken the
Minister replied that the mill would be re-
constructed. That was a long time ago, yet
o provision has been made to reconstruct
the mill. 1 believe that in the near fntore the
Railway Deparfment will take over the re-
laid line between Jarnadup and Pemberton.
A little time ago a townsite was declared at
Pemberton, and evervhody was surprised at
the cnormous prices paid for the town
blocks. Shortly afterwards the State Saw-
mills entered into competition with private
enterprise and built shops and other places
at Pemberton. That is an absolute disgrace.
Faney proclaiming a townsite and encourag-
ing private people to buy at enormous
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prices, and then entering into competition
with them tor their trade!

Mr, Hughes: 1t will help to keep down
Pprices.

Mr. J. H. SMITI: But does it matter if
the State Sawmills, making a profit of
£100,000, should lose £13,000 or £20,000 as
an aiternative to competing with private
cuterprise!  The people who bought the
blocks do oot know whether to go on with
their buildings or let the blocks revert to
the Government, I wish lo enter a stroug
protest against the position ereated. Our
hospital accommodation down there is not
what it should be. T do not hMame the Min-

ister. D’erhaps he is short sighled in this
respect.  When we are spending millions in

settling thousands of people in the South-
West, at least we should make adeguate pro-
vision for hospital accomedation. The com-
munity at Northelifle consists largely of
married couples, and maternity cases are al-
ways wailing to go into the hospital. There
iz nmo hospital there, no waiting room ae-
commodation. Women have to be bundled
into the hospital at the last moment, and
have to leave again before they are fully re-
stored, in order to make room for others,

The Minister for Lands: It is a very nice
hospital at Northeliffe.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: Yes, and the staff
are very obliging and the doetor is very
good. But the accommodation should be
ten times what it is. We want a waiting
room, where the women could rest for a day
or two hefore entering the hospital,

The Minister for Lands: 1 do not kunow
of any Government that provide waiting
room accommodation. Just now you were
complaining of State interference with pri-
vate enterprise!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Looking after the sick
1z not for private enterprise. It shows that
the Minister is nof sincere, for the Hrst
plank in the platform of his party is
humanity.

The Minister for Works:
you oppose it?

Mr. J. II. SMITH: I do noi; I am ad-
voeating it. It is not reasonable to suggest
that the Minister is sineere in saying that
private enterprise sbould enter into com-
petition with the State hospital at North-
cliffe. Surely we could spend a few thous-
and pounds making provision for increased
hospital accommodation and for a waiting
room. [ could relate harrowing tales of dis-
tress down there. Women have heen carried

Then why do
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six or seven miles by road on stretchers,
children have been born dead, and all that
sort of thing; but I do not want to go into
that.

The Minister for Lands: There is up here
a commitice for endowment. Perhaps they
might assist you. You should see Jfr.
Brown, of the Legislative Council.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I bave in my little
book a note of that ecommittee, There is also
the Iadies’ guild, who have been in communi-
cation with the Minister, Again, there is
at Northeliffe a cemetery out in the wild
bush. Yet those people have feelings.

The Premier: You mean the people in
the cemetery?

Mr. J, H. SMITH: Xo, but those whose
loved ones are buried in that cemetery, It
took me half an hour to find the place; an
unfenced area in the bash, with no clearing
of any deseription.

The Premier: The people ean get a grant
for that.

My, Lindsay: Those conditions are not
unusial out in the bush.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Still it is not very
nice to sec stoek wandering all ever the
graves.

The Minister for Works: In the Kimber-
leys I saw graves 100 miles from any hali-
tation,

Mr. J, H. SMITIT: If the Minister were
there, he would be the first to growl.

The Minister for Works: If I were in the
cemetery, 1 would growl?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1f the Minister were
in Northeliffe, he would be the first to
growl.

Mr, Latbam: And if he were in Opposi-
tion he would growl,

The Minister for Works: It is not my
uature to growl.

Mr. Hughes: Have you been refused the
grant?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The cemetery has not
even been surveyed and no provision has
been made for it.

Mr. Lindsay: Surely it has been declared
a cemetery site!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, but it has not
been surveyed.

Mr, Lindsay:
surveyed earlier.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We had better send
the member for Toodyay down theve.

Hon. G. Taylor: He went there.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: He went there with
the Group Settlement Commission, bat dil

You should have had it
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not visit the groups. The Commission sat
in the hall at Northeliffe, and got the group
seitlers to appear before them.

Mr. Latham: That statement is not ecor-
reet.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The cemetery is an
absolute disgrace to a eivilised country.

The Minister for Lands: Where are the
trustees? .

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Unfortanately ther-
are no trustees.

The Minister for Works: You must ha.-
fallen down on your job in having failed .
sec to these matters.

Mr. 2. H. SMITH: I am seeing to then.
now,

Mr. Maley: The Leader of the Couunt
Party also went down there.

Mr. Lindsay: And if these matters ha
been brought under his notice, probably
they would have heen fixed up hefore thi-

Hon. G. Taylor: But the Leader of !
Country Party was not looking after th.
dead ones.

Mr. J. I SMI'TH: Having ventilated ali
my eomplaints I shall now ecast a few
bouguets.

Hon. G. Taylor: But the Leader of the
Country Party is absent.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: In the past I have
advocated that something should be done
for Greenbushes, which is practically the
unly 1u-producing centre in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Lindsay: Is that in your electorate !

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is not in yours.
The linister for Mines, as promised,
visited Giecnbushes and met the people,
and I am pleased to say that he promised
them £2 to £1 for further prospecting the
tin lodes there.

The Premier:
is justified.

Mr. Heron:
he treated me.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The people of Green-
Liushes, though hard up against things, sub-
seribed £1,000 towards the development of
the Cornwall lode. The shaft has been un-
watered, three shifts are being worked, and
we expeet developments very soon. We
trust that this work will bring a new era
of prosperity to Greenbushes.

The Minister for Lands: Tin is bringing
a good price.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Tin is one of the base
metals that ean be depended upor to bring

I am doubtful whether it

He treated you better than
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4 good price year in and year out. We also
recelved a concession fur the Greenbuslhes
timber mill as a result of which it was
possible Lo keep the mill working. T wish to
congratulate the Pulice Department,

Hon. G. Taylor: It is well to keep sweet
with them,

Mr, J. H, SM1TI1: The police require no
praise from me; every member appreciates
the wounderful work they are doing. 1
understand that a Bill is to be introduced
to provide for pensions fur the police, and
I trust that members will give it their
whole-hearted support, because the police
are entitled to pensions.

The Minister for Lands: I suppose vou
know that when any thieving is done in
your distriet it is generally the police sta-
tion that is robbed.

Mr. J. M. SMITH: I did not konow that.
A redistribution of seats is necessary in
this Btate. Let me remind the Premier of
a promise he made when some of us were
younger in the Assembly than we are to-
day. He told us that it the Bill introduced
by the Mitchell Government was defeated,
something equally good or possibly better
would he introduced when lLe got inte
power. Memzers in this Chamber that
represent only 300 or 400 clectors feel their
position keenly. When they are addressing
vou, Mr. Speaker, on matters of grave im-
portance, they feel that they ave not justi-
fied in so deing.

Hon, (. Taylor: At whom arc you logk-
ing4 .

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Thev feel it is an in-
justice that there should be such anomalies
in our electorates. TFeeling as I feel and
knowing how they feel, 1 am confident that
they will pain the ear of the Premier anid
that he will recognise the justice of a_re-
distribution on fair lines before the %lose
of this session.

Mr. Hughes: Would you have a redistvi-
lration on the strength of population?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, because under
such a redistribution there would be no
represenlation of the goldfields, and thal
would he the end of the Labhour Goveru-
ment.

Mr. Hughes: The people from the gold-
ficlds would come to the city.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Without a redistribu-
tion, even if the Premier were returned
with a majority—and I do not think he will
he—he would be placed in a false positicn.
I speak with all due respeect to you, Mr.
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Speaker, and the member for Mi. Margaret.
1 hope the Premier, even at this late hour,
will agree to fulfil the promise he made to
me.

The Premier: Made to whom?

Mr. J. FHL SMITH: Well, to this House,
that there would be a redistribuiion ot
seats if he was returned to power,

Hon. . Taylor: But dhat was before the
election.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have an extensive
electorate, the population of which is grow-
ing every day.

The Premier: And you want to get out of
your difticuities by having a redistribution.

Mr. J. I SMITH: U think 1 am capable
uff {ulfilling the dulies of representing iy
clectorate.  Ft is not right that T should re-
present, 6,000 odd electors in an agricultural
area, while another member represents only
300 electors in o mining area.

Mr. Lindsay: You opposed the measure
introdueed by the Mitchell Government.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Because it was framed
on wrong lines.

The Premier: It did not quite suit, did #?

The Minister for Works: Which scetion
do you wish to get rid of? -

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T have no wish to get
rid of any section. I am not in any way
vindietive. Tt is always regrettable to have
to part with one’s friends. There is an old
saying that when you are climbing up the
htll of prosperity, may you never meet a
friend. T hope that will never apply to me.
What I have stated here to-night has heen
intended as honest criticism. What T have
said about the groups has heen said from
my heart.

Mvr. Lindsay interjected.

Mr. J. T. SMITH: If I could not speak
more commonsense than does the member
for Toodyay, I would not speak at all.

The Minister for Lands: The men on the
oroups ou the average are varning more than
are men n the metropolitan area after they
pay their rent.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The Minister is deal-
ing with figures compiled prior fo the 1st
of July when the limitation of earnings was
enforced. The Minister must be fair. T am
pleased that a long-promised railway is at
last to be constructed in my distriet. Three
eenerations of seitlers have waited for that
line. T am satisfied it will prove to be one
of the best paying lines in the South-West.
Wi desire also that improvements should
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be carried out at the Bunbury barbour. The
member for Bunbury is quite able to cham-
pion his own czuse, but I mention the sub-
Jjeet because the producers of the South-
West must have facilities so that they ean
ship their fruit and timber from the natura!
port. The Spepeh contains a few lines to
the effect that dredging is still being earried
on at Bunbury. That has been the position
for years and it does not fill the bill at all.
When we realise what a great territory we
have in the South-West, we must admit that
something 1nore is required at the port of
Bunbury, I understand that the member for
Bunbury has a scheme to present to the Pre-
mier and that the Premier is prepared to
grant him some concessions,

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) {7.58]: In
offering a few remarks on the Address-in-
reply, | think it might be well to ventilate
the most vital points first of all. During the
last few months unemployment has been a
positive nightmare to me. I know that the
Goverument have done much to provide
work for a large number of men, hut they
c¢ould have done much more to relieve the
unemployment that exists. 1t is the dutyv of
any Labour wan to be militant regardless
of whether he he sitting behind the Govern-
inent or in Opposition. 1When in Opposition
we make & lot of noise ahout unemployment,
and the position is bad ~nough at present
to warrant iny making a noise now.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt is the worst we have
known in the State.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, T have known it to
he worse. Still, at present, it is very bad.

A"r. Latham: Tt is geiting worse each vear,
and is certainly very bad this year.

Me, SLEEMAXN: Day after day I am be-
sieged in the street by people out of work.
{n faet one can hardly get along the street
without heing held up by unemploved. Tven
when one gets to nne’s destination, one is
again besteged not only by unemploved, but
iy women, accompanied by children, beggine
that something in the way of sustenance
might be granted to them. Quite a lot of
peopie are refused sustenance, and there are
families in Fremantle being tossed into the
street and having nowhere to ro.  Single
men have been seeking shelter in any old
place. A few weeks ago some of them
boarded railwayv trucks to get out of the
weather. hut  they were not allowed to
rest even there: they were prosecuted.
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Such a state of things should not exist in
Western Australia. 1t is the duty of the
Government cither to find work for or give
focd to these people. The unemployed of
Fremantle have been very patient. They
have kept quiet far weeks, but the day will
eome when it will be impossible to keep
them quiet any longer if something is not
done. I hope unemployment will be relieved,
and that the wives and families of those who
are workless will be given sustenance on
which they may live. While the workers
are in employment they are unable to put
by anything for a rainy day. Their wages
are too low to permit of this being done.
The basic wage is now £4 5s. per week. The
court ruled that an allowanee of 36s. a week
was sufficient for the food of four persons.
Four people would never get fat on a small
amotnt like that. In answer to a question
about the prisoners in the Fremantle gaol
it was stated the other day that the susten-
ance of these people amounted to 11s. 1d.
per head. The largest portion of that sus-
tenance was for food, very little being used
for elothing or tobacco.

Mr. Marshall: The catering for prisoners
is on & cheaper basis than it would be for
individuals.

Mr. SLEEMAY: In the case of these in-
stitutions food is bought at 25 per cent. or
30 per cent. less ghan it can be bought by
the ordinary housewife. Everything is
bought on contract at low prices, whereas
the housewife has to buyv everything rvetail
al full price. The allowance of 3Gs. made
by the court is not upon as favournble a
basis as the allowance for food in the case
of the prisoners in Fremantle. I would not
ask anyone who has to do a day’s work, and
rear a growing family, to live on the present
basic wage. Something should be done in
the way of mother endowment. The basie
wage has been arranged to provide for a
man, his wife and two children. e have
been fighting to raise the standard of living,
to provide reasonable comforts for a man,
his wife and three children. What is going
to happen in the case of a man who has
eight or ten children? Unless some system
of motherhond endowment is hrought into
operation, the previous standard of living
should not have been altered. It is not a
crime to have children. We are alwavs talk-
ing ahout populating the eountrv. The man
wilh the large family, however, is not pro-
vided for. and in a way is tald that it is a
erime to have more than two ehildren. The
allowance of 9s. per week made bv the
Charities Department is absolutely inade-
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quate for the needs of the situation. Some
mothers are refused sustenance altogether.

Mr. Latham: They should be given work;
not sustenance.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: Some of them eannot
work. T refer to widows who have families
to rear. In 1919 a Royal Commission was
appointed to go into the question of State
children and charities generally. This com-
niission reported as follows: —

Your commission express the opinion that
this amount is inndequate for the support of
children, and recommends that the allowance
to mothers he inercased to a minimum of 10s.
in all eases where State children or children
with their uatural parents are supported by
the itate. Your vommission sees no reason for
any distinction between the natural parents
and the foster parents of the child. The
amount paid for the maintenance of a child in
New Zealand is 15s. per weck for every child
over the age of ome year, cxeept in special
eircumstances when the amount may be in-
creazed, and 17s. 6d. per week for children
under the age of one year.

Mr. Sampson: Ts that
hoarced out?

Mr., SLEEMAXN: Tt is for all children.
The cost of living has gone up a great deal
sinee 1919, but notwithstanding the recom-
mendation of the royal commission that an
allowanee of 10s. should he made, it is only
9s. to-day.

Hon. G, Taylor: The present Minister for
TLands has done more for widaws, children
and orphans than all the commissions in the
State.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not deny that, T
maintain that if 10s. was the amount that
should have been given in 1919, sueh a sum
is imadequate now. Tf a widow tries to
augment her small income from the depart-
ment by doing a little work herself, in many
coses her allowance is euf Gown.

AMr. Griffiths: They are not allowed to go
out to work.

Mr. SLEEMAN: One lady lives close to
me. She is a widow and has.three children.
She is in delicate health, but has been trying
to do a little work. I would recommend
that this woman should not go out to work,
bt should he adequately supported by the
State. If women do po out to work and
earn 10s. or £1 a weck extra, their allow-
ances are reduced by the department. The
sutn of Js. a week is not adennate, especially
in the case of growing chiléren, who ecat
practicallv as much as a man. As a matter
of fact, these people are not reeeivine as
much consideration as is given to the pris-
oners in the Fremantle gaol in the matter
of sustenance, They are certainly not

for ehildren
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getting a diet as good as the prison diet,
because they cannot buy in the same cheap
markets that the gaol authorities can buy
in. Many complaints have been made to me
concerning the adoption of children. Very
often illegitimate children are adopted. An
endeavonr is being made to arrange that
illegitimate children who are adopted shall
not have any slur cast upon their birth.
The adopted parents of these children urge
that something should be done. They desire
to have a cross eniry made in the books of
the registrar, so that in vears to come, if
any of these children apply for a birth cer-
tificate, the document will show that he or
she is the child of the adopted parents. I
believe this could be carried out. One man
was very upset ahout the matter. He had
adopted a little daughter. He found that
if she applied for a certificate of hirth wnder
the name by which she became known, she
would be told there was no record of the
kivth.

The Minister for Lands: I think that is
being dealt with now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T think not. There
ought to he some way of identifying illegiti-
mate children with the name of their adopted
parents. On the last Estimates a snin wnas
provided for a dentist to attend to the teeth
of State school children. Nothing has since
been done. Children who suffer with their
teeth are merely told to go home and have
them attended te.  Unless the father can
afford to pay a dentist for this work, the
teeth ave not seen to. I do not know why
there has been this celay. T have made
many inquiries, but have never been able to
get any satisfaction.

Mr. Marshall: How much allowance was
made in the basic wage for dental fees?

Mr SLEEMAN: In the eyes of the court
people are not supposed fo have teeth. I
have frequently spoken about the necessity
for inereasing jurvmen’s fees. Tt is very
unfair that men should be asked to sit on
a jury and lose money by so doing. T hope
something will be done this session wherebhy
jurymen will not be out of pocket when
called upon to serve their country. There is
a certain offence that jurymen are asked
to adjudicate upon. This is an offence
against children, one that is becoming
rather too prevalent. Sometbing ought to
be done to alter the law so that the offend-
ers may be dealt with. It is one of the
worst offences that can be committed. I
would advoeate a surgical operation for the
ofienders. T understand that once a man
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of this description leaves prison he invari-
ably returns for the same offence. In per-
sons of that sort there is a mental kink.
A slight surgieal operation would meet the
case, and very likely when the man was
liberated lie would become a valuable men-
ber of society. I have no hesitation in
advocating something along these lines, The
action of some of the Government depart-
ments in Fremantle in the way they deal
with their servants iz cansing a great
amount of dissatisfaction. The services
of a number of men who have got
fip in years have been dispensed with,
and others lhave been pubt on in their
place. They have been good employees
for a leng time, but because they have
grown old they have been laid aside.
1o connection with the harbour works men
are {old to stand off because of a shower of
rain. They may stand by for two or three
hours, when they are told to go howme. They
thus losc a day's pay. Some consideration
should be given to these people.. They have
been good employees and to pass them out
becuusc of their age is creating a hardshijp
for them. 1 am glad to hear that a new
prison conveyance has been started. After
a great deal of battling we were suecessful
in a motion being passed last session in
counection with this matter. T understand
that the body of the conveyance is almosi
completed at the State implement works,
and is awailing the arrival of a ehassis. A
helter means of transporting prisoners than
allowing them to go through railway sta-
tions and be conveved in railway trains
will soun come 1o pass. I compliment the
Government upon the arrival of the new
molar ship “*Kybra.”” I hope the other
vessel to take the place of the ““Bambra’’
will reach Fremantle shortly, and that the
(Government will procure another vessel for
the North-West coast. If another vessel
were seeured, that wonld be the thin end of
the wedge towards getting rid of the black
erews on our North-West eoast, They are
no good to the country, or to the business
people or anvone else. The ‘*Bambra’’ and
the “Iangaroa” spend thousands of pounds
every vear in this State for provisions and
commnodities. Moreover, the money repre-
sented by the wazes paid on hoard those
two hoats remaing in Western Australia, n
the maintenance of the wives and ehildren
of the crews. A little before the “Kyhra”
was due to leave the 0ld Country last year,
T usked the Government to send seamen of
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vt own to bring the vessel gut. 1 was in-
furined that my suggestion made no differ-
ence in price, but that there was wot suffi-
cietil time left to allow of the sending home
of & crew from this country. I was further
witorned that possibly something of that
sort could be done in the case of the next
vessel. ‘Lhe men who brought the “IKybra”
ot eame out on exactly the same wages and
wuere repatrizfed on exactly the same cou-
ditions as would be given to Australian
seamen.

Hon. (+. Taylor: We could have found
wuih for those men out here.

Mr. SLEEMAX : Let us find work for our
own people first. Part of our unemploy-
uient problem to-day is due to people hav-
ing been brought out here. I do not object
1o people being brought here provided that
work is first found for the people alreaay
here.  As regards the sending Home of
crews to bring out vessels purchased by the
Government, I understand that an objection
has been made that if men are sent from
here they are not likely to return, but arc
more likely to desert upon getting to the
01d Country. 1 do not believe there 1s any
danger of that. Moreover, the State Ship-
ping Service know their men and can pick
those who are suitable for sending Home.
If Australian seamen are sent Home, the
woney represented by their wages is kept
in the State, with resultant benefit to the
communify.  With regard to the Fremantle
gaol, I do hope that something in the nature

of a prison farm will be established. It is-

most regrettable that young fellows seut
inio the gaol on their first offence for a
shert term should be herded with hardened
criminals.

My, Latham :
gaol.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We need a prison farm.
As things are, lads congregate with hard-
cned eriminals, and the old hand shows the
voung fellow how to get rich quickly. Thus
the vounz fellow becomes a confirmed
offender. By establishing a prison farm
we would save many young fellows fram
becoming habitual eriminals. In the same
connection I have to refer again to the
position at Rottnest Island. If some altera-
tion is mot made in the system of safe-
keeping hoats at Rottnest, there will he no
hoat available for rescue work in case of
an accident happening—and accidents are
sure to happen. The present system is that
every boat on the island must be seeurely

We should have a farm
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padlocked. A few months ago it took a
party of which I was a member something
like half an lour to find a man with a key
so that we could obtain a dinghy. Such a
position is not right. We are told that
the dangerous class of eriminal 15 not taken
to Rottnest. If dangerous eriminals are
taken there, they should be looked affer so
securely that they cannot get away.

The Minister for Lands: Doring the holi-
day season the prisoners are not there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: But people live at the
island at other times of the year as well.
Moreover, the permanent residents on the
island should receive some little considera-
tion. If an aeccident ever happens, their
lives arc liable to be lost. 1t is ten Lhou-
sand times hetter for one prisoner to gel
away from the island—in any case, escapes
are not likely—than for one life to be lost.
The present danger is that a boat eould nol
be oblained in time to permit of a valuable
life being saved. I referred to this matter
lnst year. WWhile on the subject of Rattnest
[sland, T desire to draw attention to the
dangerous conditions of the jetty. Un-
doubtedly the people on the island wexre
premised a jetty. After an expenditure
of abont £5,000 the work was stopped.
I declare emphatically that the Rotinest
jetty is in a dangerous condition. I believe
that the Minister for Lands, who is assoc-
inted with the Rottnest Island Board, will
agree with me that something must be done
in the matter,

The Minister for Lands: I agree with you
as to that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Turning now to works
at Fremantle. I suggest that a fire main
should be laid round the town. We know
that disastrous fires have already oceurred
at Fremantle. The fire main, which has been
proposed so long, would obviate mueh dif-
ficulty in the suceessful fighting of fires, and
the work of laying it wounld relieve the un-
emploved difficulty at Tremanile.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the main thing.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I cannot very well
speak on the Address-in-reply withont men-
tioning the collapse of the Fremantle rail-
way bridze.

Hon. G. Taylor:
your rescuc.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I consider that the peo-
ple who sneered and jeered at me when I
spoke about the Fremantle railway bridge
should be holding a day of thanksgiving that
something worse did not happen Tt was

Providence came to
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only by a miracle that something worse did
not happen. Few people know how close
we were to a terrible catastrophe.

The AMinister for Railways: There was
not much of a miracle. Men were there
watching.

My, SLEEMAN: A train was stopped a
few yards off the bridge. If the washing
away of the bridge had happened at night
time, the train would not have been stopped,
because the department did not have the
bridge watched during the night. There
were men working on the bridge during the
day, but they were not there to watch the
bridge. The Railway Department are de-
serving of a vote of no-confidence for the
manner in which they failed to watch the
bridge.

Mr. Latham: Move the vote of no-con-
fidence in the Minister.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T said the department;
I did nof say the Minister. Someone in tne
department should be asked to “please ex-
plain” why the bridge was left unwatched
during the night.

The Minister for Railways:
correct.

Mi. SLEEMAXN: I defy anyone to prove
to the contrary. The bridge was left un-
watched during the hours of the night.

The Minister for Railways: Generally
speaking, it has been left unwatched for 30
years; but when there are any signs of
danger, it is wafched.

Mr. SLEEMAN: When such a flood was
running, the department ought to have kept
& constant watch.

The Minister for Lands: 1 do not believe
a single soul in Fremantle ever believed that
that part of the bridge would wash away.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I think I may say that
the bridge eollapsed. It is at the bottom of
the river now, any way. The strongest part
of a chain is no stronger than its weakest
link, and the embankment proved to be the
weakest link in the bridge.

The Minister for Lands:
thought so. .

Hon. G. Taylor : If the embankment
had not gone, the bridge would have been all
right.

Afr. SLEEMAN: If the embankment had
not gone, something else would have gone.
T saw the Premier coming up the river past
the bridge one day, and I noticed that he was
surprised to see what a quantity of timber
there was in the bridge. If the fairway was
blocked, something had to go; and if the

That 15 not

Nobody ever
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embankuwent had not gone, something else
would bave had to go.

‘I'ne Minister for Railways: You know
more aboul it than the engineers know.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The matter happened
to come my way on this occasion. The files
show that none of the engineers was satisfied
with the biidge.

The Minister for Railways: The files
show nothing of the kind. The engineers
were all satisfied with the bridge.

Mr. SLEEMAN:  According fo the files,
all the engineers have said that the bridge
was causing them constant worry and anx-
iety. Last year I read in this Chamber an
extract from the report of the Commissioner
of Railways stating that a steel bridge would
have to be eonstrueted very shortly, because
it was an urgent necessity and becaose the
state of the existing bridge warranted it.

The Minister for Lands: I can produce
to you a minute, written in 1910, stating
that {here should be a railway on the south
side of the river; and that minute is from
the Commissioner of Railways,

Mr, SLEEMAN: I quite agree with that
also. In any case, I hope that raillway com-
munication with Fremantle will be restored
as speedily as possible. T believe the Rail-
way Department could work longer hours
on this than they are doing.” I do mnot
mean that the men should be put on longer
shifts, but thai the work eould be pushed on
more rapidly by the department. At the
same time | hope there will be no attempt
to make the repaired bridge a permanent
structure. I trust that in the near future we
shall have an announcement that a new
bridge is to be built across the river. When
that announcement is made, T hope there
will also be a statement that the new bridge
will be eonstructed near the site of the pre-
sent traffic bridge.

Mpr, Latham: How much would the new
bridge cost?

Mr. SLEEMAN: The hon. member had
better ask the Minister. I know nerfectly
well that we have to take the advice of our
engineers; but as a layman I believe that
the engineers would not find any difficulty in
placing the new bridge near the Fremantle
traffic bridge. If the new bridge is placed
near Bicten, a new traffie bridge will have
to be built to eonnect the north and south
sides of the river. The present traffic bridge
is as bad as, if not worse than, the railway
bridge, although one end of the railway
bridge is gone. Something must be done,
and I do not think any Government cares
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for the vesponsibility of building two
bridges. If the railway bridge is put across
at Bieton, and a new traffic bridge is not
built near the site of the present one, the
north side of the river will be isolated

The Minister for Lands: We have to con-
sider the harbour as well.

My, SLEEMAN: All those matters can
be taken into consideration. The building
of the bridge would afford anether 1,500tt.
of berthing space. I know the engineers
have prepared a plan with a lifting span
in the bridge, so that if necessary, ships can
pass under it.

The Minister for Lands: We can easily
get a plan of the bridge, but we have also
to get a foundation for the bridge.

A, SLEBMAN: With the engineering
expedients available nowadays, a foundation
can be got praelically anywhere,

The Minister for Railways: Not so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What I propose may be
a Dttle dearer, but, speaking as a layman,
I do not believe there will be any difficulty
in securing a foundetion where the traffie
bridge is naw, Another work which should
he gome on with is the North Wharf.
That work is ontside my electorate, hut
it affects my electors. Tf it is not pro-
cceded with. the eifeet will he to interfere
with the shipment of wheat. T helieve
YW estern Australia is going to have a record
havvest. and L do not wish anvihing to inter-
fere with the shipment of the wheat and the
employment of the waterside workers during
the commg season. The work in question
will further help to velieve the nnemployed
difficulty.  As 1 shall have plenty more
chances of speaking during the session, [

shall not detain the House longer. I thank
hon. members for their attention.
MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [3.29]: I have

hstened with some mterest to the remarks
of the previous speaker. T do not entirelv
agree with his eriticism touching the susten-
ance provided for widows and children.

Mr. Sleeman: [ thought vyou were a
humane sort of chap.

M. SAMPSON: It is not so mneh a ques-
tion of humanity as a question of fact. In
my apinion the officers of the Charities De-
piartwent are sympathetie. My experience
tells me that the treatment of widows and
children in Western Australia ecompares fav-
onvghl with their treatment in any other
Statr of the Commoanwealth,
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My, Marsball: The member for Fremantle
did not custigate the officers at all.

Mr. SAMPSON : I realise that.

AMr. Sleeman: But what abont the New
Zealand position %

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member’s
statewent regarding 15s. a week being paid
in vespuect of children in New Zealand homes,
comes as news to me. I find it diffienlt to
helieve that that is so.

Mr. Grifiths: Well, it is gquite eorveat,

Mr. SAMPSON: As o prison labour in
New Zealand, T realise that great reforins
have been made. No opportunity is lost in
that Dominion of sceing that male priso-
ners de a good deal of afforestation
work, road work, farm work, pig rais-
ing, stock raiging and so en. Reverting
to the question of smstenance puyments to
widows and children in Western Australia,
there is, in my opinion, very liftle caose for
eomplaint.

My, Sleeman: Do you think 9s. a week is
sufficient for then?

Mr. SAMPSON: It 1s a question as to
what the State can aflord io pay.  The
former Goveinment rnised the payments
from 7s. to 8s. and then frown 8s. to 9s.

The Minister for Lands: When I ook
over ouge, 25. Gd. was heing paid.

Mr, Sleeman: In my grandfather’s time
they gol nothing.

Mpr, SAMPEON: 1 agree with the member
for Fremantie (3r. Sleeman; that know-
ledge of anything disereditable regarding its
hirth shonld he kept from a ehild, I wish to
pay a tribnte ta the department respecting
the arranzements governing the adoption of
children. Upwards of 800 children have
heen adopted with the result that many
childless liomes have been blessed and eon-
siderahly improved by the advent of the
little ones. The adoption of children is not
allowed until the fullest and most striet in-
quiries have been made regarding the homes
into which it is proposed they shall he taken.
Not every application for the adoption of a
child 1s approved. One wmatter respeet-
ing which [ am mnot so0 pleased 13
that of unemployment. Nothing  bas
been done hy the members of the Oppesition
to embarrass the Government to the sliht-
est degree. Evervone realises the difficulties
surrounding this problem and every assist-
ance that can be given has been renderad.
TUnfortunately that was not always so. Hon.
memhbers will reeall what hanpened three
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years or so ago when we bad the disered-
itable spectacle of the unemployed being
organised in order to embarrass the then
Government.

Hon. G. Taylor: They advertised in the
Press for committees.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Unemployment is al-
ways present during the winter months, and
{ have no wish to make the position worse
than it is. Respeeting the svstem where-
by men applying for work are asked whether
they belong to.a union, this meets with my
strongest disapproval. Tt is a sad state of
affairs and 2 sad eommentary on the humani-
tarianism of some people that such a ques-
tion should be put to a man before be is
given an opportunity to get work. 1 know
that this is being done and 1 hope that a
change of policy will be infroduced.

The Premier: Are there any non-unionists
working in vour printing establishment?

Mr. SAMPSON: No.

Mr. Marshall: But that is not your fault,

The Premier: Would yon refuse a non-
unionist if he asked for work in your office?

Mr. SAMPSON: Let me make my posi-
tion clear. The question whether a man is
a unionist or mnot is for the individual
himself. Before T became an employer, I
was a member of the Typographical Union.
There was no greafi virtne in that. To-day
it would be diffienlt to find- a man work-
ing in any particular trade who is
not a nnionist. T belong to an organisa-
tion; why shonld not those who are em-
ployed join a union as well? It would be
presnmption on my part and an unwar-
ranted action to question any employec as
to whether or not he belonged to a union.
That is a matter for the man himself. I
can only repeat that the unskilled worker
has a very diffienlt time. YWhen he is a
married man with a family and is prevented
from seeuring work becaunse he has not seen
fit to join a union, not only does he, but
also those dependent upon him, receive ex-
tremely unfair treatment. No man can live
in Western Australia without contributing
his share towards taxation or without con-
fributing towards the funds necessary for
the maintenance of government. Conse-
quently, every man should be given the rizht
to work conditionally upon his being pre-
pared to work and to do a fair day’s lsbour.
T wish fo refer to a question respeeting
which T have {ried to make mvself conver-
sant with the various details. T refer fo the
marketing of fruit. T reeret that the posi-
tinn to-day is hiechly unsati=factory. Last
session members had an oppertunity to dis-
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cuss the Primary Products Marketing Dill.
That measure was brought down by the Min-
ister for Agriculture and at the time I ex-
pressed my gratitude to him for doing so.
During the last Aszembly election, the Pre-
mier promised that a measure along the lines
of the Queensland Fruit Marketing ‘Organ-
isation Act would be introduced. While the
Bill that was introdueced was not exaectly
along the lines of the Queensland Aet in that
it provided for the establishment of
pools, it went a long way towards
the ideals of mwost of those interestel
in fruit marketing, seeing that it pro-
vided for the inauguration of compulsory
ea-operation.  llecently a conference of
Ministers for Agriculture was held in Bris
bane. T read the newspapers with some de-
grec of interest, hoping for a pronouncement
by our Minister for Agriculture respecting
the wisdom of the inauguration of a svstem
of control. Possibly the Minister dil make
some such announcement, but if so, it was
not mentioned in the Press here. A close
serutiny of the Brisbane “Courier” and of
“The Queenslander” failed to elicit any in-
formation on the point. The earnestness of
the Minister when he introduced the Bill
was bevond question and had the Bill been
agreed to, it would have marked a great
advance in our methads of fruit marketing
in Western Australia. T hope the Premier
will decide to bring down another measure
this session.

The Premier: If T could be sure on which
side you would be, T might do so. T have
not been able to discover how vou stood with
respeet to the last one.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: If the Premier has not
heen able to discover that for himself. he is
not nearly the capable man I thought him to
be. There was no ambiguify, nor vet any
regervation in my advoeacy of the meaSure
both inside and outside the House.

Mr. Marshall: Your attitude in the news-
papers was a hit dubious, like that of ‘he
member for Katanning,

The Premier: You
peculiar ammendments.

Mr. Lutey: As a matter of faet. ¥ou
wobbled a bit.

Mr. Marshall:
vou toppled.

Mr. SAMPSON: I challenge the member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe {(Mr. Lufey) to in-
dicate where I wobbled or failed respecting
my earnestness and sincerity regarding the
Primary Products Marketing Bill. XNo ona
knows better than the Premier that what T
say is perfeefly frue. I am convinced that

introduced some

You wobbled and then
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until there is a measure of control over fruit
marketing in Western Australia, no real
progress will be made. In Queensland the
work of the Committee of Direction is pro-
ceeding satisfactorily. Of course it was sub-
Jjected to a good deal of eriticism at the out-
set, but that waz inevitable with the inaug-
uration of anv new system. It was to be ex-
pected regarding the Bill of last session that
critieisin would follow. The Premier would
have been surprised had that Bill passed at
the first time of askirg. No great veform
can be brought ahout readily, but only after
long-sustained efforts have been made ean
cflect he given to proposed alterarion-.
Again T say that in Queensland the work of
the Committee of Direction has proved sahs-
factory to the arowers. The price of pine-
apples for canning purposes have inereased
not less than 70 per cenf. At the time when
the Queensland Aet came into force, the
minimam raie paid to the growers for their
pincapples for eanning purposes was 2s. Gd.
and not always was that price paid. Al-
though it was stated to be the minimum, the
canners frequently felegraphed to the grow-
ers intimating that no more pineapples
must be forwarded. At a later stage the
custom was to go to the markets and pur-
chase reguirements at less than 2s. 64. per
ease, The minimum price ohtained under
the auspices of the Committee of Direetion
increased from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 9d. and
4s., somewhat higher prices being seecured
at a later stage. An important point re-
garding the operations of the Commitiee of
Direction is the fact that a vote was recently
taken of fhose engazed in preducing pine-
apples for eanning purposes. Thai wvote
showed that 88 per cent. of those veling were
favourable to that method of control. The
produncers and growers of this State must
not iose heart. I hope to hear thot the
Minister will introduce the Bill again.  We
did not succeed at the first try, Imt possilly
if the measure were introduead avain, sue-
erss would follow. To-day [ aceomponied
a depntation to the Minister for Agricalture
with a request for the introduction of a
measure to control the markeiing of our
dried frunits. That is a most diffienit task
indeed. Tt has been recogrised in Houth
Australia and VActoria that legislation is
essential if the industry is to be preserved.
A few woeks ago we had the spectacle of
Western Australian fruit being sold in the
South Australian market. The prodnets of
the vinevards of this State were brought
into competition with the produoets of grow-
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ers in South Australin where there is an
Aect to control this commodity, That is
a very undesirable state of affairs, and I
was delighted to hear to-day that the Min-
ister for Agriculture, subject to the appro-
val of Cabinet, will bring down a measure
lo control dried fruit, I hope that, if intro-
dueed, the Bill will reccive the approval of
the Hiousc. Last year a Bill was rought
down in the Couneil and came here under
the sponsorship of a private member. Un-
cortundaicly, it coutained a clouse dealing
with linanee, and so on ifs arrival heve it
was ruled ont of order. Throughoui the
dried fruit distvicts there iy a large num-
bher of voung growers, many of them re-
ithned soldiers. 1 understand they have
alveady approached the board concerned, in
ovder that the eapital of their holdings might
ba reduced.  Statutory conlrel of marketing
is becoming inereasingly vecognised all over
the world. In New South Wales there is an
Aet controlling dairy produets, and in New
Zealand there is a Fresh Frait Export Cou-
irol Aect. All fruit axported is controlled
by & board of =even members. two of whom
are appointed by the Government, while five
are selected by the growers, Frequently has
it heen stated that where a hoard controls
expart, the Government have ftull power.
That is entirely wrang. In no case within
my knowledge does majority eontrol lie with
the Governmeni. In New Zenland the hoard
ships produce to whatever destination it
thinks best in the inlerests of the growers;
it seleets its own agents, but never does it
own or buy fruit. The resull furnizhes an
example of suceessful co-operation.  Var-
ious provinces in the Dominion pool their
fruit, but the whole of the crop is not neces-
sarily incloded. © Apart from this, the
Nominion Government have recognised the
necessities of the growers and have provided
a minimum return on, all apples exported.
The marketing of fruit has often been de-
seribed as a complicated and delicate opera-
tion. Tn addition to those places to which
I have referred, South Africa has an Act
to control marketing. I should like to refer
ta the work of the Tmperial Economic Com-
mittee, which recently issued its report. The
committee said it was eonvinced that the
whole tendency towards closer organisation
of fruitgrowers was desirable and indeed in-
evitable; and it said that it would give gen-
eral and emphatie support to the prineiple
of their orgsnisation in the overseas parts
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of the Empire. Fwmiber, the committee ex-
Jvessed ike opinion that the proposed organ-
tsation wonld not be to the disadvantage
of ke consumer. Coming to our own de-
partmeni of Agriculture, there is a wide-
spread  Leeling that it has an insufficient
numuer of inspectors, 1 hope that when the
Estiwnaies are brought down this defect will
be remedied. IE control of the frmit Hy ig
10 be brought about, there must be a suffie-
icnt nuwber of inspectors to see that the
wardens are kept elean and that fruif is care-
My aho regwary picked up. Neo advance
tan been aifected in wespeet of the appoint-
ment o a fruit advisory board. During the
regime of he late Gioverament such a hoard
wirs in existence, and was able to zive zood
advice in respeer of the froit indostey, A
question that has been reterred to lately and
was fhe saliicet of o deputafion to-day. is
the establishment of an experimental fruit
farm. 1 hore consideration will be given to
this mather. Western Australia hias a great
Future as a fruit growing eounlry. Xo other
State in the Commonwealth, possibly no
other country in the world, offers greater
apportunities of elimate and soil. Clim-
ate is the more important of the two. Given
the elimate and a knowledge of how to pro-
duce fruit, siecess is assured. T would al-
most go so (ar a3 to suggest that the Gov-
ernment might eonsider the appoeintment, not
only of additianal inspeetors, but of advisers
in the frnit department: indeed this primary
industry is worthy almost of a speeial Min-
ister for itself. In 1921 the then T.cader of
the Opnosition referred to the position of
the railways and declared it was an ohliga-
tion on the Adeparvtment to put up proposi-
tions for improvemenis. I helieve the de-
partment does all it ean in this way. How-
ever, certain improvements might even now
be effected. I understand the diffienlfy the
Railway Department has to face in the
fieree competition of the motor char-a-bancs.
T recall the introduetion by the Minister
for Lands in the session before last of a
Bill anthorising the running of motor buses
as feeders to the Fremanfle tramways.
Members congratulated the DMinister on
having anficipated the running of private
buses in opposition to the trams, and it was
sucgested that this provision might be
adonted in other quarters. T do not know
whether that has been done but, if not, I
believe there are eertain distrieis where
Govermrent motor buses conld well be run
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as feeders to the railways. The railways
are the property of the people, and any-
thing that can be done {o assist them in the
services they Enrnish should be earried out.
It Jas occurred to me that the rail-
way coaches used are unduly heavy. It

wight prove a saving if light sets of
voaches were utilised, particularly in the

saburban traflie. The financial position of
Lize railways has reirogressed to some ex-
tent, but .eir pusition 1s not nearly so bad
us 1 Lo be found in some uf the other
Ateivs. In Nuw Bouth Wales during the
past veur the railways made a loss of a
miflivr, and in Queensland also the loss was
approximately a  million, while the Vie-
torian  railwava showed a defieit of a
quarter ot a million. 1 draw attention te
the followine question asked by Mr
Dunecan-Iughes in the Iouse of Repre-
setitatives, and the reply given by My
Praiten:—

IMPORTED LOCOXMOTIVES.
Lefund of Duly.
A, DUNCAN-HUGIIES asked the Ministr
tor Trade and Customs—

1. Hag he suthorised any refund of duty
to the South Australian Railways Department
with regard to the locomotives recently con-
structed for the department by Rir W. G. Arm-
strong, Whitworth and Company?

2. Ii so, what is the amount of the refund?
Mr. PRATTEN: The answers to the hon-

ourable member’s questions are as follow:—
1. Yes; on ten ‘‘Mountain’' {ype cngines.
2. Appreximately, £62.000.

We have had several instances of the Fed-
eral Government imposing Customs duty on
our State reguirements, particularly in
respect of locomotives and rails. Here we
see that the Railway Department of South
Australia secured a refund of approxi-
mately £62,000. 1 bad hoped that more
motor coaches would be run on our rail-
ways. Three were purchased by the late
Government, and I believe one is operating
on the Albany-Denmark line. From what
T can learn they represent an economical
method of providing a time table. Having
noted what is being dope in New South
Wales, T am of opinion {hat the increased
use of this class of transport would prove
far more economical than the running of
full sets of trains. Another railway ques-

tion is the projected South Swan line. At

present all goods for the chief port of
Western Australia have to pass through
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the Perth assembling yards. The bottle
neck at Barrack-street is responsible for a
good deal of delay and an inordinate volume
of shunting.  Cousequently, it is to be
lioped the Bouth Swan railway project will
receive serious attention, 1 was delighted
to hear the Minister for Lands say it was a
much needed reyuirement, and one that
would materially assist the State. It has
been widely disevssed for many years past.
Certainly that line, if construeted, would
represent a considerable improvement in
the through traffic to Fremantle, and would
also open up areas at present unutilised.
I wish to bring under the notice of the
Minister for Railways an avomaly regard-
ing the earringe of fertilisers. There is a
specially low rate for fertilisers carried to
all parts of the State during the months
of December, January, TFebruary and
March. For the sake of argument I shall
take a distanece of 60 miles as a basis.
For this distance the rate on a minimum
transport of six toms is 3s. 3d. per ton.
This is known as the manure vate. The
rate book also zets ont that the manure rate
applies fo cerfain of the South-West and
Great Southern distriets, described as the
potate  dictriets, during the whole of
the year. For consignments of less than
six tons the rate is increased from 3s. 3d.
to 7s. 10d. per ton. Tor distriets not speei-
fied, consignments carried in other than the
fonr months are charged at the rate of
7s. 10d. per ton for a six ton load and
17s. 3d. per ton for lols of less than six
tons. In respect of freight, therefore, it
pays a producer to pay for six fons rather
than three tons. Six tons at 7s. 10d. per ton
would eost him 47s., and three tons
at 17s. 3d. would cost him 5ls. 9d
The differential rates apply to all parts nat
enumerated, and they include the hills dis-
tricts—apart from the stations on the
South-Western line—the Eastern line, Mun-
daring, Upper Darling Range, Upper Swan,
Toodvav, and all other parts not enumer-
ated. Thus while the potato distriets have
a special rate on six-ton lots of 3s. 3d. the
whole wear round, while smaller Iots are
carried at the rate of 7s. 10d., in other dis-
tricts, including those I have mentioned,
the rate of 7s. 10d. applies. That is not all.
Very few orchardists require a six-ton load
of fertiliser at once and accordingly, if one
of them in a non-favoured distriet orders

less than six tons, he has to pay 17s. 3d. per

ton. I am sure the Minister will give sym-
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pathetic consideration to this anomaly. The
men engaged in fruit and vegetable growing
in parts other than the potato districts
should receive the advantage of the manure
rate. In tabular form the position, taking
the sixty mile distance as a basis, is as fol-
lows, at per ton—
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The Minister for Railways: Why do not
two or three of them combine to get the
requisite load? The people you are talking
about would not pay more than £2 or £3
a year,

Mr. SAMPSON: Even if they did com-
bine, they would have to pay more than
double the freight thai i1s charged to the
more favoured parts. I asked growers why
they did not combine and get a six-ton lot
carried at 7s. 10d., hut it was pointed out
that it is not competent for more than one
consignee to secure a consignment. Clause
21 of the regulations provides that the Com-
missioner of Railways reserves the right to
charge the freight on each separate consign-
ment.

The Minister for Railways:
not do it.

Mr. SAMPSON: Again, it is not always
convenient for a grower to arrange with
someone else to order ferfiliser at the same
time.

The Minister for Railways: All you are
talking about makes a difference of 30s. a
year fo a man.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt makes a considerable
difference to men engaged in the fruit and

But he does
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vegetable industry. I appreciate the con-
cession granted to the potate distriets, bug
1 ask the Minister to make it general. 'The
growers in the hills would! appreciate ji,
While they may not buy tons of fertil-
iser, the difterence in the rate 1s so marked
that the charging of the lower rate would
be warmly approved. There are not many
orchardists who order six tons of fertiliser
at the one time. They might order three tons,
and three tons al 17s, 3d. as compared with
three toms at 7s. 10d. is & big difference,
Thest producers receive comparatively little
money and have enormeus difienlties to con-
tend with, 1 heope the Minister will ex-
tend fo them the same good treatment that
Bas been meted out to producers in the more
favoured districts. 1 am aware thas this con-
sideration applies to the conveyance of bone
dust from Kalgoorlie, subject to an ewmpty
truek beinge available.

The Minister for Railwavs: Trucks tbat
otherwsie would run empty.

Me. SAJMPSON: But that does nol
rewtove the anemaly.  That fertiliser i
not =0 popular with the orcliardists as is the
Wyndhamm bone and bloed manure. Wynd-
ham B. and B. is the popular manure, and
it becomes available in Aungust of euch year,
Long hefore Deeember that fertiliser has
Leen boagit up, and even if the orchardists
and potato growers in the non-exempted dis-
irict desited to purchase dwring the four
months period of cheap freights, it wounld
be impossible to do so. If a man lived at
Harvey, being on the South-Western line,
lie would have the advantnge of the sperial
rate the whole year round, but if he lived at
Karrvagzullen, Chidlows, Mundaring or other
ot the hiils districts not on the South-West-
ern line, he would have to pay the compara-
tively beavy wiscellaneons rate. A matter
which I understand is te receive considera-
tion this session is that of establishing cen-
tral markets.  Suebh markets have been
long required. At present our markets are
located in different parts of the city, which
canses inconveninece and is eostly to both
consumer and producer. When the House is
cousidering the ¢uestion I hope there will
e no interference with the right of con-
sumers to purchase direet from the yo-

ducers, That consideration is of first im-
portavee. In Sydnev the municipal eouneil
control the markets. in the metropolitan

area, save one small market, but the Coun-
cil do not enter into the work of distribu-
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tion in any way. Its sole work is in the
capacity of landlord. In Adelaide two com-
panies are operating on the wholesale side,
the east end market and the new market.
In the Gouger-st. retail market there are 252
stalls. On the area under the control of this
market there are 90 shops, one hotel, a hall,
and four rooms that are used for soecial pur-
poses. This is a method whereby the pro-
ducer and consumer are brought together.
With regard to the kerbstone market, I
hope, when the Bill providing for the estab-
lishment of eentral markets is brought down,
that there will be no interference with this
system that is proving so good both for
the eonsumer and the producer. The Speech
makes reference to reforestation. There is
an opportanity for the establishment of the
wattle bark industry in this State. Vvest-
ern Australia is admirably adapted for the
production of the aecacia. The broad leaf
wattle, the wattle of commerce, grows well
here. As a boy in South Australia, T strip-
ped tons of wattle bark. It is a recognised

side line of the small farmer in the
southern parts of that State. In those
days the price ranged between £5 and

£0 a ton, but to-day T understand it
ranges between £13 and £20 per ton. At a
later stage in the session I shall have more
to say upen this point. In the meantime I
hope the Minister for Forests will see fit to
make a statcment on the matter. I hope that
consideration will be given to the provision
of additional harbour space, now that the
railway bridge is carried away.  Added
space is needed in the harbour, and the re-
cent catastrophe affords an opportunity of
considering that question. T very much re-
evet the absence from the Chamber of the
Honorary Minister, Hon. 8. W, Munsie. We
are all sorry that he has heen stricken down
with sickness, and hope it will not be long
before he is with us again. Hospital ser-

viees are of the first importance. As
was said the other night, we can to
an extent appreciate the regret that

is probably felt by the Premier that
the Hozpital Bill was not passed some
three years or so ago. The hospital tax was
brought dewn as a result of the decision of
4 Royal Commission appointed to consider
fhe hospital services. 1t was unanimously
recommended that a tax of 1d. in the pound
on all wages and other incomes should be
levied. The Bill passed this Haonse, but was
unfortunately lost in another place.

Mr, JMarshall: 1t was badly fathered.
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Mr. SAMPSON: If that measure were
m existence, it would be doing geod work
for the suffering. It is gratifying to note
that the Lemnos Soldiers’ Mental Hospital
has been opened. The agreement in respect
to that institution is unsatisfactory. I had
something to do with it in the early stages.
I do urge that the Xederal Government
should undertake not only the eare of the
Australian soldier who is mentally sick, but
of all soldiers, including lmperial men. I
regret that this provision was not insisted
upon. All the expense arising out of the
war should be met by the Commonwealth.
The observation ward at the Perth bospital
remains, but it is gratifying to know that at
last the reception home at Point Heatheote
is to be erected. Those whe have visited the
observation ward have been amazed that
sueh a place shonld exist in these times. It
is a blot on the civilisation of Western Aus-
tralia, a condembation of all who have had
anything to do with it. I was glad to sec
the reference in the Speech fo the Point
Heatheote Hospital, It stated that a com-
mencement had been made with the crection
of the home. Since hearing the Specch I
have visited the site, and consider that the
deseription is hardly aceurate. No construe-
tion work has been done, although I gath-
ered from ihe Speech that the bricks were
being laid and the walls were being erected.
There is not a briek on the site, although I
admit that a good deal of clearing and level-
ing has been done. I shonld like to be in-
formed when the work of construetion will
actually be commenced, and to have some
idea as to when the home will be available
for use.

The Premier: A great deal of work has
been done in clearing and lévelling.

Mr. SAMPSON: I visited the sife last
Satorday, and saw that a good deal of that
work had been done.

The Premier: The work has really com-
meneced.

Mr. SAMPSON: Bat-the paragraph is
somewhat misteading.

The Premier: There will be no delay in
pushing on with the work.

Mr. SAMPSON: I congratulate the Gov-
ernment in deciding upon going ahead with
the building, Tbe site is a beautiful one. It
earries into active effect the recommendation
of the Royal Commission that there should
be a broad, sweeping view. It is a site
without equal in Western Australia. When
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the building is ereected, it should forever we-
move the dreadful reproach wunder which
Western Australia has suffered with regard
to the shocking observation ward at the
Perth Hospital.

The Premier: It is nearly as good a site
as the one you recommended at Point Resol-
ution.

Mr. SAMPSON: Point Heatheote is a.
better site. The other site might have been
more convenient, but, as Parliament was dis-
inclined to approve of it, there was no alter-
nutive buf to look clsewhere. LEvery mem-
ber who visits Point Heatheote will eom-
mend the site, and will be proud and pleased
that it is to be used for this purpose. Only
the best site should be chosen for these
mental cases. In the stress of civilisation
a man’s reason does break down, and mental
troubles ave by no means unusaal.

Mr. ITughes: That is chiefly due to the
lack of civilisation.

AMr. SAMPSON: [ think civilisation is the
canse of it. I am cerfain that the Point
Heatheote Mental Reception Home, when
completed, will bring back fo health and to
a normal mental state many men and women
who would otherwise become permanent in-
mates’ of the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane. God speed the day when the home
shall be completed. In that beautiful place
it will be possible for anyone who is men-
tally abnormal to rveeeive all the necessary
care and attention, without the necessity of
heing certifie]l as an insane person, which
is a dreadful thing fo happen to anyone.
The home will do much to restore those peo-
ple to health, and give them a further op-
portunity to meet their fellow men without
the stigma and strain of having been cer-
tified as mental. 1 appeal to the Minister
for Water Supply to give the requirements
of Parkerville everv consideration. If he
were to bring to bear upon the Treasurer
the weight and foree of his persuasive clo-
quence, I am sure the Treasurer would ap-
prove of this water supply being put in.
The work was approved by the Mitehell
Government, but unfortunately a misunder-
standing arose on the part of the people of
Parkerville, and the work was not preceeded
with. They were under the impression that
a cerfain guarantee was not necessary. 1
should like the Honorary Minister to say
that he is going to do his best to have the
work carried ont. 1t would be a great hoon
to the local people, who, during the summer.
are hard pressed for water. It is a delight-
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ful loeality but is bampered in this diree-
tion.

Hon. J. Cunningham: 1 am giving the
mutler serious consideration.

Mr, BAMPSON: L thank the Honorary
Minister for that assurance. My hope is
that in the near future 1 shall receive a
letler from him stating that the Treasurer
has approved of the necessary funds being
aliccated tor this work,

MR. KENNEDY (Greenough) [9.30] :
When we take into consideration the lLuge
area of this State and its sparse population,
when we bear in mind that the gold mining
industry is declining on all our fields, that
we bhave to expend large sums on such
necessary services as cducation, police, and
charities, when we recall the concessions
and railway freights granted to industries
in the initial stages of development, further
when we reflect that many hundreds of
miles of our railways passing through the
agricultural districts are not carning np to
their maximum capacity becanse the lands
are not being used to their totnl produet-
ivity, all impartial citizens must ayree that
the condition of our finanees is sound, In-
stead of whining and woaning ahout the
44-hour week causing the loss on the rail-
ways, certain people should tuke into con-
sideration the fact that many thousands of
starving stock were conveyed freight free
from the Murchison last year, by way of
assisting the owners. Such things account
for the reduced revenue of the Kailway
Department. I am pleased to note that the
Government carry on the land development
policy to which we look to maintain our
prestige and financial standing. Hunge
tracts of first-class land adjacent to exist-
ing railways are lying idle, and Crown lands
at that. These lands are not infested by
vermin of any kind, and they are within
the zone of bountiful rainfalls. The atilisa-
tion of these lands would help to swell the
‘railway revenue. One thing that is keeping
such parts of the State back is the refusal
of assistance by the Agrienltural Bank. The
officers of the bank are somewhat seeptical
as to whether the lands in question will
prove revenue-producing. In the Greenongh
electorate, one of the richest electorates of
Western Auostralia from a pastoral, agri-
caltural and mineral point of view, there
are large areas of land still awaiting
development. There can be no fear of any
loss aceruing from granting the pioneers of
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those lands assistance fo cultivate. Between
Yuna and Mullewa, and also on the Wongan
Hills line, there are thousands of acres of
first-class land ready to be taken up, but
the Agricultural Bank will not grant
settlers on them assistance during the
initial stages. There is also a huge tract
of undeveloped tirst-class land between
Yuna and Mullewa. The member for Nel-
son (Mr. J, . Smith) remarked that for
the past 20 years lis constituents have been
trying to get a railway and that the Trea-
surer had at last agreed to furnish the
necessary funds. Over a long termn of years
there has heen an agilation in my electorate
for the extension of the Yuna-Mullewa
railway, a distance of 42 miles. The Lands
Classification Board submitted a report,
and Lhen the Railway Advisory Board re-
pourted that there wounld be a loss on the
railway if it were extended to Mullewa for
dgricultural purposes. Anocther classifica-
tion of the Jands was made recently, and
resulted as follows :—First-class (2,914
acres, second-class 38,889, and third-class
436,107 acres. I am sorry to say that the
third-class iz by far Lhe largest area.

Mr. Latham: All that third-class land
will be used one of these days.

Mr. KENNEDY : I shall touch upon that
aspect directly. The Railway Advisery
Board reported, in reference to the 436,000
oilid acres of third-class land, that the area
to be served by the proposed railway eon-
tained a large acreage of non-cultivable
land. They went on to say, however, that
utider proper methods of cultivation, prob-
ably half of this area could be profitably
developed, and that by allocating about
4,000 acres for each unit, some 50 additional
settlers could be provided for, which would
bring the total number of settlers up to
about 110. We have now reached the stage
when lands of that deseription are capable
of Leing brought under enltivation, and the
Government should give this matter earnest
consideration. Hundreds of farmers’ sons
in the Greenough clectorate are crying out
for land, and they wonder why the Govern-
ment allow this large area to lie idle. There
is another reason why the proposed railway
extension should be made. The huge
manganese deposits at Horseshoe near
Meekatharra are ahout to be tapped by a
private railway, which in six or eight
months expeets to begin landing manganese
ore in Geraldton at the rate of 90,000 tons
for the first year of operation. The
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existing railway between (eraldton and
Multewa, a distance of 65 miles, has a grade
of one jn fifty throughout. ‘There is one
large bank of five miles which at present
one would not dream of re-grading. Then
there are banks of 34| miles and one miie
which require re-grading from onc in fifty
to one in sixty. If the large amount of
money which those re-grading works wonld
eost were expended in the construetion of
a railway between Yuna and Mullewa, a
distance of 42 miles on a grade of one in
sixfy, it would be repaid within a few years
by reason of the greater loads that could
be hauled over the new line, The difference
in distanee involved would be about 20 miles
extra, One has to take into consideration
the heavy expense eaused by the present
glow and cumbersome journey, by the wear
and tear of locomotives, and by the huge
strain on the draw gear of volling stoek
over one in fifty grades. From 76 to 100 tons
more could he carried by running through,
Muollewa via Yuna, and this in tlie same run-
ning time as is reynired for the 65 miles
from Mullewn to Geraldton. The railway
officers are now considering the regrading
of certain banks on that section in order to
provide for the transport of manganese ore.
They are thinking of putting in what ave
called “refuge sidings.” That is to say, a
train will haul a full load to one of the
hanks, and drop part of the load there, and
the next train eoming along will pick up
the load detached by the previous train, and
earry it on a few miles further. But that
is a slow and cumbersome way of dealing
with heavy traffic. Another point has to be
taken inte consideration from the indus-
trial aspeet, The engine men have recently
brought before the Commissioner of Rail-
ways the faet that running tender first,
is dangerous. The refuge sidings wonld
mean the running of many miles fen-
der first. The engine men will run
tender firs{ only in daylight, One ecan
see the waste of time involved when
there is no night running on the section
tender first. TFurther, between Mullewa
and Geraldton every frain has to haul o
tank of 15 tons water capacity for loeo-
metive purposes. At present the Railway
Department are connected up for water
with the Wicherina dam, which supplies
the town of Geraldton. Last summer that
dam did not fill, and there were water
restrictions imposed on Geraldton residents.
At present it looks as if the dam
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will again fail te fill, in which eir-
cumstanees the Railway Department will
e unable to draw water from it. Thus
arises the necessity for hanling water tanks.
1f the vailway were built from Yuna to Mul-
lewa, the department would have avatlable
a large water supply at Whellara. The dam
there fills every year, and not one-eighth of
the water is used, the service being only twe
trains per week. I suggest to the Minister
tor Railways that before any large expendi-
ture of money is made upon re-grading
worlks, it would be advisable to consider the
construction of a railway on an ecasier grade
and capable of hauling heavier loads. I
have to congratulate the Governmenl on
their purchase of the Mendel Estate at Mul-
lewa, containing 33,000 aeres, which has
been divided into 17 blocks, This estate
has been lying idle for many years. I under-
stand it was originallv taken up by one of
the directors of the Midland Railway Co.
Having repurehased the estate, the Govern-
ment are throwing it open for closer settle-
ment, and there arve 130 applicants for the
17 blacks. This faet shows how people in
the northern districts are erying out for
farming lands. In the Northampton area
there are huge areas of first-class lands in
what are known as the Balla and Dartmoor
estafes. These areas have recentlv been
thrown open, but owing to the absence of
good roads and the failure to locate water
supplies the pioneer settlers are struggling
under extremely adverse conditions, I thank
the Minister for Water Supply for having
senf out last wear a boring party to fry to
loeate water on the Balla and Dartmoor es-
tates. Unfortunately their efforts proved
unsuceessful. I hope the Minister will take
into consideration the construction at the
earliest possible moment of dams in this area
similar to the dams construrted on the wheat
helt, Thus the pioneer settlers on the es-
tates in’ question would be greatly assisted.
There is a sand plain fo be negotiafed be-
tween the present Northampton railway and
these cstates, hut I understand that under
the Tederal and State road grant the Narth-
ampton Road Board bhave agreed. ani
richily, to construet a road to the estate
ont of their first allocation of funds. T
hope that the matter wili not bhe overlnoked.
and that the work of eonstruction will pro-
cced at once. T'nrther, T have to thank the
Minister for Mines for the assistance he has
rendered to the lead-mining industry in the
Northampton ard Galena distriets. Several
vears ago the field was m ifs initial stages,
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but through the sympathetic aid given by the
Government to many prospectors and min-
ing companies it is now one of the richesi
lead-mining fields in the State, producinz
ihousards and thousands of pounds of
wealth every vear. The Government have
further assisted the mining eompanies by
providing water supplies, both for the mines
and for the townspeople. Moreover, the
Government have construeted a bridge across
the Murchizon River to tap a rich mining
helt. on the farther side. Five or six vears
agoe Parliament passed an Aet for the con-
struetion by a company of a railway from
Ajana to QGalena. Finanecial diffienlties
cansed the company to fail in its undertak-
ing. The time has now arvived for the Gov-
ernment to consider the adviscableness of
putting in a road between Ajana and
Galena. The distance to be covered is enly
10 miles. At present the ore is conveyed
by molor tractors, the wear and tear on
which 1s very heavv by reason of the bad
roads. I trust the Minister for Works will
take into consideration the voad require-
ments of that district.  The Government
have carried out read eonsiruetion work in
the Greenough distriet and as these roads
provide the chief means by which produce is
conveved to the railways, I hope that a eon-
tinnation of that policy will be determined
upon. The inadequate train serviee in the
outer parts of my electorate should receive
the attention of the Minister for Railways.
Twice a week what is termed an express
train runs hetween Perth and Meekatharra.
but- that train also convevs large consign-
ments of stock., Kalgoorlie, Bunbury, Ger-
aldten, and Albany are also served by ex
press trains, but the one T particularly refer
to is, T am sure, the worst that is run in
any part of the Commonwealth. Tt eer-
tainly does not reflect eredit npon the Com-
missioner of Railways.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is the serap heap for the
whole railway svstem!

Mr. KEXYXEDY : From Mullewa onwarda
it certainly cannot be called an express
train. Tn addition to the passenger coaches
it has to hau! huge rakes of trueks contain-
ing eoal, timber, chaff, mining machinery
and so on. On the return jonrney two huga
locomotives have to be attached in order to
haul not only the passenger train, bot 50 or
60 trueks of stock as well. That is alte-
sether wrong. If two engines are required
for an express train, an extra guard should
he provided and the passenger train Tun
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separately either before or after the goods
train. That could be done quite easily.

Mr. Latham: We have an express in our
distriet that tra\'elsceight miles an hour.

Mr. Marshall: And that is a bit too fast
for you.

‘Mr. Latham: XNot at all, 1 never usc it.

The Premier: We dn not want to burry
up the old people at York!

Mr. KENNEDY: | congratulate the Min-
1ster for Mines on the coal-horing activities
that he has authorised in the Eradu distriet.
It bas been known for many years that coal
exists in that part of the State but few at-
tempts have been made to ascertain whether
the coal is ef good quality. 1 have every
liope of a good supply of coal being found
there. I would draw the attention of the
Minister for Justice to the operations of the
Electoral Act. During the recent Legislative
Council elections we found that at the
closing time for receiving elaims, it was
possible for any political agent, by deposit-
mg 2s. Gd., to object to such enrolments as
he desired to challenge. The effect of that
in the Central Provinee, for instance, is that
while the clhief centre is Geraldton, towns
as far distant as 125 or 150 miles away are
included in the area affected. That mmeans
that excepiion may be taken to the enrol-
ment of a person at Wiluna or Meekatharra,
and in that event the individual concerned
would be served with a notice requiring him
to appear before the magistrate at Geraldion
to prove his cligibility for enrolment. In the
eircumstances no person, merely for the pur-
pose of having his name retained on the roli,
would incur the loss of time and expense
involved in the journey to Geraldton. Dur-
ing the election campaign referred to, we
found that large numbers of electors were
disfranehised.

Hon. G. Taylor: A lot of our people were
disfranchised *too.

Mr. KENNEDY : The position 1 have re-
ferred o requires aitention, Regarding the
remarks of the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) concerning the North Fremantls
hridee, it is not right that his criticism nf
responsible officers and men of the Railway
Department should go unchallenged. Tt
shonld not be allowed to stand that they
were tantamount fo heing neglectful of their
duty and that, in conzequence, some catas-
trophe might have taken place in eonnection
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with that bridge. 1t was suggesied that a
catastrophe could easily have occurred there
had it not been for the fact that some “wan-
dering Willie” happened along and saw a
crack!

Mr. Sleeman : It was not the fault of those
officers that a catastrophe did not happen.

Mr. KENNEDY: North Fremantle is not
the only locality where washaways are re-
ported, partieularly in flood times. Those
diffteultics are frequent in various parts of
the rmailway system.  The rules and regula-
tions under which the railway officers work
provide that they shail be careful and dili-
gent especially during the winter months.
Further up the line at Baker’s Hill, long be-
fore the North Fremantle bridge went, ine
winter rains resulted in a bridge being
wasled away. There were no “wandering
Willics” there and the ratlway officers
charred with the responsibility of patrolling
that length, discovered that the line had been
washed away.

Mr. Sleeman: 1L was a good thing for the
Government that there was a “wandering
Willie” ahout the North Fremantle bridge.

AMr. KENNEDY: The member for Fre-
mantle fakes up anything that anyone tells
him about that partieular matter!

Mr. Hughes: It iz a pity the Causeway
wis not washed away during the {loods, for
then we might have got a new bridge there.

Mre. KENNEDY : 1 would draw the atten-
tion of the Minister for Railways to the
inadejuate railway facilities at Mullewa,
whieh 15 a most important junction, where
large quantities of goods and stoek pass
through. At present, should anyone desive
to alight from a train and stay at Mullewa.
he has to go a round-abont way for half a
mile before he ean reach the town, or else
enmmit a breach of the regulations and erawl
through rakes of trucks in the running yards.
past engine pits and over a running creek
The railway yard there is the worst in West-
ern Australia. In view of the huge tonnage
of goods handled at the station and of the
large quantities of wheat that will come
down from thé Wongan Hills-Mullewn areas
within the next couple of years, better rail-
way faeilities are required ({here, and an
overhead bridge provided so that people can
gain access to the town in safety.

MRE. BROWN (Pingelly) {9.36] : Mr.
Speaker——
Mr. Marshall: Where is your leader?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. BROWN: I do not know, Ii was not
wy intention to say a great deal this session.
I said all 1 had to say during the debate
on the Address-in-reply last session and the
session before that. When, however, I Leard
the unwarranted and almost, I might say,
brutal attack made by the Premier upon our
gallant leader

Mr. Teesdale: “Gallant” is good!

My. BROWN: - ——I gould come to no
gilier eonclusion than that I should rally
to the support of my leader and do my hest
to proteet bim.

Mr. Marshall: Let me like a soldier fall—
on a feather hed!

Mr. BROWXN: We are a little band of six.

Mr. Teesdale: God knows, too few!

My, BROWN: 1t appears as though we
are loved by no one in this Tlonze. The mem-
bors sitling opposite the Government have
a0 time for us.

My, Lathain: It is not faiv lo say that.

Mr. BROWNXN : The members sitting on the
Government side have no tisie for us either.

Mr. SPEAKER Order, Ora:ox:

Mr. BROWN: Judged by the remarks that
liave been made, I ean come to no other con-
elusion than that no onec loves us,

Mr. Hughes: Nonsense!

Mr. BROWXN: Why is chat su? We are
vepresentalives of the people who are pro-
ducing the wealth on which the people of
Whstern Australiz and the Government them-
selves have to depend. Why are we dis-
pised? What is behind it all? So far as
I can learn it is because we are organising.

My, Tatham: But they are organising
agaiust you, too! Don't forget that.

Mr., BROWN: Yes.

Member: What ahout the Leader of the
Opposition 2

Mr. BROWN: That hon. gentleman reeog-
nises that we are organising. TIs that
not right? Have we not a perfect right to
«o into any hon, memher’s electorate if we
think we ean win it?

Mr. Pantorr: Of eourse you have.

Mr. BROWN: Either the National Party
or the Labour Party ean come to the Pingelly
electorate if they so desire.

Hon. G. Taylor: What makes yon squeal

so muech about the South-West Provinee
election then?
Mr. BROWN: There we had the spec-

tacle of the Leader of the Opposition going
through the South-West and conduecting a
campaign against our former representative.
Yet at the same time, so we find, there was
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i pact between the parties. It was said that
there was a pact between us to help one an-
otlier, but bis action proved that it was not
s, It has sinee Leen shown that we are
fighting aleng our own individual lines. Let
me inform the Premier that his outburst of
passion will give us one of the greatest ad-
verlisemenis we have ever had. I tell him
and hLis Lellowers thal the producers of the
Slate will be up in arms. They are going to
show the House that they will not stand
such treatment, I it were not for the far-
iner, none of our goldfields members would
be here.

Mr. Marzhall: Youn are not going to in-
sult tlie Torming community by saving they
ara responsible for you being here?

Mr. BROWXN: If you were of a farming
comunity, you certainly would not be here.
Now I want to say a werd or two on finance.
I do nut profess to be a financier of any
sort.

The Premicr: Then you are all the better
qualified to diseuss the question.

Mr. BROWX: I wani to compare our
last two Budgets. In 1924.25 our revenue
was £8,381,446 and the expenditure £8,439,-
845, leaving a deficit of £58,300.

The Premier: What is wrone with that?

AMr. BROWN: XNothing. But come now
to our latesi statement, that for 1925-26. The
revenue was £3,%08,168 and the expenditure
£3,907,308, leaving n deficit of £09,142. At
first glance there does not appear to be any-
thing wrong with that, but on investigation
we find that the Premier has had £426,720
more revenue than he had in the preceding
vear. If we had continued our upward pro-
gress with the finances we should have had
a surplus. Why was our expenditure so
heavy last year? The railways had a lot to
do with it. What with the 44-hour week and
the 3s. 4d. per week additional pay to the
men, we have gone to the bad. I heard the
Premier say we are a primary producing
State, that our wheat returns were nof ro
large as they shonld have heen, and thot
the result was reflected in the general re-
venue. But we had £426,720 more revenune
thao in the previous vear. '

The Premicr: Bat T had to spend more in

satisfving the demands of your country peo-
ple.
. Mr. BROWN: Then you were spending it
in the right direction. Anything you have
expended in the conniry districts will bring
vou in a threefold return.

The Premier: That is why I say there
is nothing wrong with it.
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Mr. BROWXN : Still, our finances are not
so buoyant as they might be. We ought in
have continued on the upgrade. I am led to
believe that the Premier stiil has £300,000
up his sleeve. What about the special grant
from the Commonwealth?

The Premicr: That is put away for a
rainy day.

Mr. BROWXN: 1 hope the Premier will
see his way to spending that £300,000 also
in the country distriets. I know that we are
all zoing to the Premier for something or
otlier, and that he rerquires to be pretty
clever fo manage everything. 1f he were to
let his heart gel the better of him, the
inanees would soon wo to the bad.

The Premier: Li wos because for a few
days I let my heart gel the better of me that
I want baek that bit,

Alr, BROWNXN: [ am pleased that the Pre-
mier included in His Excellency’s Speech an
intimation that he would inlroduce a Bill for
the eonstruetion of a line eastward from
Kondinin. We have to thank the Minister
for Lands for that. After having an inspee-
tion made of that country, he came to the
conelusion that the sooner the railway was
built the better for the State, There are in
that distriet to-day 26,000 acres of crop, es-
timated to vield over 100,000 bags of wheat.
When the Minister was there, it was 1in-
tended lo put in erops 30 or 40 miles out.
However, that was not done, because it was
realised that it would not he profitable at
so great a distance. As soon as ever the
railway is built, all that area will he
brought under crop. I regret that the con-
struetion of the Brookton-Dale railway is
not in progress. A few months ago we were
informed by the Press that that railway
would be built under the British Imperial
scheme. There was great rejoicing in that
district, for after 20 years the people felt
that their cherished hopes were about to be
realised. However, in another paragraph
we found that the Minister for Lands ob-
jected strongly, contending that the Pem-
berton-Denmark railway was still more ur-
gent, The Brookton-Dale people thought
that if the Pemberton-Denmark line should
be built also, so much the better. They all
believed that their own railway would be
built.

The Premier: And it will be.

Mr. BROWN: Well, good Iuek to you, but
when is it to be built? It was stated in the
paragraph referred to that the Minister for
Lands had said he would get the Pre-
mier to interview the Federal Government
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and see if they could pot get the money for
the Pemberton-Denmiark railway also. I
can only conclude that the Premier was sue-
cessful, perhaps with the aid of Mr. Prowse.

Mr, J. H. Smith: A great man, Prowse!

The Premier: I do nof think Mr. Prowse
knew anything at all about it,

Mr. Grifliths: Perhaps it was Senator
Carroll.

The Premier: Oh no. He is fully oecu-
pied keeping his eyes on the Melbourpe
girls.

Mr. BROWN : T have no objection to that.
It is a good thing to have a Senator with
appreciative eyes for a nice girl. We have
had a wonderful advertisement through
“Miss Australin” A friend from Sydney
told me that the best advertisements West-
ern Australia had ever had were the several
murders recently committed and “Miss Aus-
tralia.” He said that “Miss Ausfralia” was
the greatest advertisement of all. Now we
have Senator Carroll assuring us that we

have in  the West the prettiest girls
in  Australia. 1 agree with him. Re-
garding land settlement, a great deal

hinges on the way the Minister for Lands
administers his department. A little time
ago, when in the Kalgarin avea he came to
the eonciusion thai our system of selection
was wrong, that the seleetors were picking
the eves out of the eountry. T agreed with
him at the time, but since then T have
changed my mind. Why? Peeause we have
very large areas and I understamd the in-
structions given to the surveyors are that
they should inelude a sufficient quantity of
zood land in each hlock. Theyr are not able
to do it. The result is that they are in the
district for month after month trying to
get good land into each bloeck. If the
seleciors were allowed to go out and choose
their own blocks, snbsequently they would
- take up all the poor land adjoining them.
From Pingelly to Kondinin there is nof an
acre of vaeant land to-day. Yet a few
yvears ago there was plenty of poor land
available in the district. Under the existing
system, excepl a man has a given quantity
of good land on his block, the Agrienlinral
Bank will not advance him a penny. That
is the whole reason why the land out in the
eastern areas has not been selected. Another
fhing 1 grieve over is that a lot of our youne
men, sons of prominent farmers and reared
on farms, eannot get a block of land. A
little time aro a man told me that a nephew
of his came over from the East to select
land, but was unable to obfain any, and so
cventually went back to Victoria. In the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Pingelly district a man with three sons un-
availingly tried for two years or more to
get land for them.

The Ainister for Lands: What is the use
of taking up land if the bank will not ad-
vanee on 1t? I have 4,000 acres of land
open for selection to-day, but oufside the
approved area.

Mr. BROWN: Now I wish to say a little
about our light lands. Recently T had a
trip up through the Wongan Hilis enuntry
and wns agreeably surprised to find an ex-
perimental farm with an average of close
on 17 bushels. I have been told thaf in the
vieinity of the railway up there there are
4,000,000 acres of land of equal value. Why
cannot all that land be selected? I under-
stand it is becanse the Agrienltural Bank
will not advance a penny upon it, regarding
it as of second class. But surely if we have
in the viecinity of the railway land that will
produce 17 bushels of wheat to the aere, it
should be sufficient for the bank to advance
at least half the vsual amount.

Mr. Latham: Experiments on light lands
have been very costly to the bank.

Mr. BROWN: S8till, if the Government
can do it on an esperimental farm, where
the expenses are so high, the private selector
ean do it profitably. All that country will
grow oats, and country that will grow oats
will produce sheep. Tollowing on the oat
crop comes a fine pasture of prass admirably
suited for sheep.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt is good sheep feed.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, it is producing some-
thing. Tn the viginity of our railways we
have wmiliions of acres of land that will grow
wheat and sheep.

The Minister for Lands: We have not
milhons of aeres fit to erow wheat.

Mr. BROWN: T myself have seen consid-
erable areas. T was with the member for
Toodyay at the time and he ean hear out
what T say.

The Ainister for Lands: Tf you can find
millions of aeres of wheat land, you can do
more than the department ean.

Mr. BROWX: But the AMinister said he
had nihe million acres available.

The Minister for Lands: T said there was
licht land available.

Mr. BROWYX: The whole prosnerity of
the State hinges on the administration of
our Lands Denartment. T rezard the Min-
tster for Lands as the most imporiant man
in the Ministry. He has much work ahead
of him and he is facing it in a way that
jeaves little room for complaint. Tf the
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\gticultural Bank trustees have not the
noney to enable them to make the necessary
wdvances, the Government should introduce
ecislation to increase the amount and should
‘onsider the advisableness of advancing
nonev on light lands.

The Minister for Lands: The Agrieultural
3ank trustees already have power to do that
t they so wish.

Mr. BROWNXN: The Agricultural Bank i<
Prec from political control.

Hom. G. Taylor: And a good job, too.

Mr. BROWN: I agree with that.  The
-rustees are running the bank on a commenr-
*ial hasis.

Mr. Latham: They are not.

The Minister for Lands: T wish they were.

Mr. RROYWN; There is a decided tendency
on their part to run the institution on com-
mereial lines.

Mr. Latham: They are taking risks that
1o other institution would take,

Mr. BROWNK: Frequently the good man
has to sutfer for the bad man. We know
that the bank has sustained losses in cer-
tain districts. Everv man who goes on jhe
land is not successful. Every man is not
lionest; every man does not intend to estal-
lish a howme on the land. Some men become
discouraged, throw up their holdings and
leave a big debt hehind. When another
settier vomes along, the trustees of the bank
arc afraid to grant a loan beeansc of pre-
vious losses in that particolar distviet. 1
hope the Minister will consider this matter

and do something i¢ encourage the upening
up and development of our light lands.

The Minister for Lands: 1 am not going
to introduce any Bill to take away from the
trustees of the Agricultural Bank the
powers tliey now execrcise.
© Mr. BROWNX: I do not ask for that. Al
1 ask is that the Government make avail-
able to the bank an additional amount of
capital,

The Minister for Lands: They have th:
capital.

Mr. BROWNXN : T am pleased to hear that:
F thought they were hard up. I wish to say
a few words about the groups, and I do 30
auite apart from anything in the nature of
party politics. The groups are a legaey of
the present (lovernment from the previous
Government,

Mr. J. H. Swith: Have vou visited the
group settlements?

Me. BROWN: Yes.

Mr, J. H. 8mith: Tn what part?
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Mr. BROWX: I speak from a life's ex-
perience of following the plough and grub-
bing trees, and I think I can claim to b2
able to judge whether the group setilers
are likely fo be suceessful.

Mr. J. H. Smith : What parts did yon

visig ? “
Mr. BROYWN: Denmark and Busselton, [
beiieve that some of the group settlers will
make good, but that the suecessful men will
he few and far between. Many of them
do not intend to remain ou the groups any
longer than ihe sustenance allowance lasts.
As we have embarked upon the schewe of
group settlements, it behoves everyone lo
do Lis best to innke a success of them. The
methods of working the groups are not as
1 would have them. The question is
whether we have eflicient foremen who
veally understand that e¢lass of work. To
my surprise 1 found that there was only cne
team Lo a certain number of settlers. One
man had had his ground ready for a con-
siderable time, but before he could get it
ploughed, it had become too hard and he
could only pet his grass seratched in.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Where was that?

Mr. BROWX: On the side of & jarrah
hill out from Denmark towards Nornalup.
] covered G0 miles nmong the groups in one
day.

My, J. H. Smith: You spent only one day
amongst them?

Mr. BROWN: One farm was typical oi
the others. On some of themn I found not a
blade of grass growing. Some of the
vroand that had been plonrhed was carry-
ing many trees—almost 100 to the acre—
and not a blade of grass was showing.

The Minister for Lands: There are very
few surh farms in the NDenmark distriet. T
have Leen on every group there.

Mr. BROWYN: T could come to no other
conelusion then that, when these farms
were taken over hy the Aegricnltural Bank,
the trustees would have the greatest
probiem in their experience to keep the
men on their holdings and wet hack the
maoney that had been expended. In the
wheat aveas there has been no trouble be-
canse, after a couple of years, men were
able to produce a couple of thousand hags
of wheat. After twa vears on the groupe,
many of the settlers are not producing any-
thine. T also found that some of the
seltlers had nme ecw, hit not a bhit of fodder
for it. They had to bux bran and chaff,
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and, as members can realise, a cow kept
under such conditions would be very ex-
pensive indeed. 1t would probably pay the
settlers better to buy tinned milk until they
conld grow their own fodder.

Mr. Latham : Probahly it was a com-
munity cow for the benefit of the children
on the group.

The Minister -for Lands: I have here a
photograph of chaffeutting at Denniark this
year.

Mr. Lindsay: Eighteen months ago I saw
them cutting chaff there.

Mr. J. H. Smith: But he spent only a day
on the Denmark groups.

Mr. BROWN: 1 hope the groups will be
a success, but I fear that many of them
will be over-capitalised.

Mr. J. H. Smiih: Your leader says, “Let
the group settlers earn as wuch as they
can—£100 or £200 a month.”

Mr. BROWN: There must be something
radieally wrong with the groups if a man
could earn that amount. It would be im-
possible for him to earn it. When the
rroup settlers are in a position to take over
their farms, they will find themselves
burdened with a debt of probably £1,700 to
£2,000, and it will be impossible for them to
live and pay interest and provide a sinking
fund on sueh a large sum. It will become
necessary for the State to write off some of
the debt, just as the Government have done
for the soldiers. I regret that it should
be so, because the scheme is one which, if
sueccessful, must prove of greai advantage
to the State. When the group settlers
begin to produce under intense eulture,
what markets will be open to them? At
present there are no markets except for
butter and cheese, which can be exported.

Mr. J. H. Smith: There are markets for
every pig they can grow. There is a market
worth two millions of money at their very
doors.

Mr. BROWWN: If some of the farms T

saw will grow potatoes and other profitable-

crops, the money will have been well ex-
pended, but I have been informed that it
is necessary to go to the rich portions of
Western Australia in order to grow pota-
toes.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Potatoes are grown in
the swamps during one part of the year and
on the high land during the other part.

Mr. BROWN: Bat many of the blocks do
not eontain land sufficiently rich to grow
potatoes. The land is fit only for pastures.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. H. Smith: What! Around Den-
mark ?

Mr. BROWN: Yes, even around Denmark,
but I saw nothing of cutstanding quality
growing in the rich places. It is our duty
to help the Minister for Lands in every way
possidle. I adinit that we need population.
The nataral inerease is not sulficient to pop-
ulate our vast ferritory, and therefore we
raust look to our own race from overscas to
belp in this work. Many of the people be-
ing seitled on the land are not aecustowed to
the life, and consequently they will ke Lail-
ures.

The Minister for Lands: Thousands of
men who took up wheat lands were not ae-
customed to the life.

Mr. BROWN: Not too many. The condi
tions in the South-West, also, are different.
One cannot compare the work in the wheal
areas with that of intense culture in the
South-West. If a man aceustomed to the
wheat areas was sent to the Sonth-West, hi:
expertence would be of no value there
Dairying is an industry involving a consid-
erable amount of hard work. Last year |
learnt that the Government had purchased
2,000 ¢cows from the northern distriets ol
New South Wales.

The Minister for Lands: The number was
1,700.

Mr. BROWN: Probably the number of
cattle required were not obtainable withit
the Siate, but the man who was supposec
to he purehasing cattle did not go to many
parts of the Pingelly distriet.  Pingelly
could have supplied 50 to 100 cows al £8
£10 each, animals that were acclimatised
The cattle from New South Wales were no
acenstomed to loeal conditions, and doubtles:
some of them were lost through eating th
zamia palm. In my young days I was on ¢
dairy farm and I know something abou
stoek. T saw the cattle from New Soutl
Wales when they were landed, and I eon
sider that most of them were of good milk
ing Shorthorn strain, but they were onl;
heifers and would not eome into profit for
12 months, Yet their cost landed here wa
ahout £12 per head. Would it not haw
been better to purchase acclimatised cattle
at £8 or £10 per head that would hav
come intoe profit straight away? The Gov
ernment will have to spend still more mone)
on the groups, because our South-West, un
like parts of Queensland and the north coas
of New South Wales, does not get the sum
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ner rain. Fodder must be grown in the
spring time and conserved for use during the
summer months. Therefore, it stands to rea-
ion that silos will have to be provided. I
1ave becn told that if is quite common for
10 rain to fall for months on end during the
summer. I had a irip from Bridgetown to
Nanmup. I reached Nanoup in 2  heavy
shower of rain, and I was told it was the
irst rain that had fallen for months, Even
he South-West suffers from dry spells.
Tlhe Minister for Lands: The South-West
1as had one of the dricst seasons ever known.
Mr. BROWN: T am speaking of the year
wefore, so Lhe South-West must have had

wo  dry seasons. I look upon group
wttiement as  a  npational affair  free
rom  party politics. Any- assistance T
an  give  ftowards the welfare of the

rroups it is my duty to give. I hope
he Minister for Lands will make a svecess
of the scheme. 1 am a great admirer of the
Minister for Works. He has great admin-
strative ability and manages his department
wdmirably, but I think some of his schemes
vill lead to the wrecking of his party. Any
:ontroversy there has been in this House has
seenn introduced by him. I am quite op-
nsed to his ideas. Any measure that he in-
roduces for the welfare of hvmanity or the
vorkers seems to have emanated from Gen-
wit.  Who constitutes the bulk of those who
ittend the Geneva conventions? The people
wre drawn from the central States or coun-
Tirs of Europe. We know what they re-
juire in those countries. The people there
seem to beliecve in  absolute confiseation.
Chey would take away from a man everv-
hing he has aceumulated, and divide it
wnongst  themselves.  Mr. XKitsen says,
“There are only two of us against all these
nen: what can we do?”

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Kitson was
10t sent Home by the present Government.

Mr, BROWXN: He is there all the same.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, but he has
wthing to do with us.

Mr. Panton: He has a farm in the Mid-
ands. That is how he got there.

Mr. BROWX: Probably when Mr. Kitson
nakes his report we shall all be enlightened.
. gannot see why we should want to adopt
acthods that are followed in  the ceniral
-ountries of Enrope.

Mr. Hughes: What does it matter where
hey come from if they are good?
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My. BROWXN: But they are not good. We
come of British stoek. We do not want to
huve anything to do with methods that are
adopted in central Burope. If a man does
not do right there, they think nothing of
cutting his head off or shooting him.

Mr. Hughes: They do that in Western
Australia.

Mr, BROWN: Every controversy in this
Tigus: has cmdnated from the Minister
for Works. Probably this comes about
through party politics.

Mr, Panton: Ol no!

Mr. BROWNX: It is the politics members
opposite believe in. That is why we are on
this side of the House; we do not believe in
those methods.

Mr. Panton: And becanse the country be-
lieves in them too.

Mr. BROWX: Why have we not had a
Redistribution of Seats Bill? T heard the
Leader of the Opposition make a little
squeal when he said, “How is it that yon
have not brought down a Redistribution of
Seats Bill? The only reason is that you
want to save your skins” What happened
when a Bill of that nature was introduced?
I remember it well. Some of the hon. mem-
ber’s followers were disinclined to lose their
seats. It was in order to save their skins
that the matter was dropped. He gave them
a free hand, but now he is squealing.

Mr. Latham: This IIouse decided the
matter.

Mr. BEOWN: I do not blame the Govern-
ment for not bringing down this Bill. 1f a
member had cnly 200 people in his electorate
and 100 votes coming to him I wounll nof
blame him. On the goldfields there ave
seven or eight eleetorates with less than 1,000
voters in them.

The Minister for Lands: How many elee-
tors are there in the Pingellv distriet?

AMr, BROWN: There are 3,000.

The Minister for Lands: There are 8,000
in mine.

Mr. BROWN: I could hop, step and
Jjump across the Minister’s electorate, or run
round it in a tram. My electorate is 130
miles long. Great expense is entailed in
covering it by molor car. A member of
Parliament is supposed to go evervwhere,
and if he is not possessed of a ear he must
hire one. I agree that the North-West ean-
not be divided on a population basiz. Tt is
a huge territorv, and it is impessible for
a member to get completely ronnd his elee-
torate. T would not complain if there were
only 100 eleciors in one of those distriets.
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In the case of Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, Brown
Hil, Mt. Margaret, and other places which
are almost outside civilisation, I do com-
plain. The member for Mt Margaret
{Ilon. G. Taylor) has never asked for a
Redistribution of Seats Bill. Probably he
wants to save his own skin. I do not hlame
the present Government, If T were in office
I would not introduce such a Bill. Theirs
is a4 niec vosy position, and they will be loth
to leave it after next Mareh. When we get
our party organised there will be a different
complexion on things. Rather more than
six seats will be occupied by our representa-
tives.

Mr. Hughes: Not at our expense.

Mr. Panton: T see some members tremb-
ling already.

Mr. BROWN : I wish to say a little about
the railway system. Western Anustralia
should be congratulated on having so great
a mileage of railways per head of the popu-
lation. 1 do not think any place in the
world ean boast of being in the same posi-
tion. There is, however, something wrong
with the working of the railways. The
other day I called upon the Commissioner
with a request that a motor coach should he
run. The reply I received was, “Do yon
think we are going to spend £6,000 npon a
loxury for the people?” The Xastern
States are introducing these motor coaches
as rapidly as possible. Some people were
waiting to know the reply of the Conunis.
sioner. Immediately it was given a man went
up into the distriet wich a motor truck. He
is now running every day, taking the best
of our goods and the passengers away from
the railways. In a few short months the
raibvays will have lost enough to pav the
interest on £6,000, which would have heen
. the cost of the coach.

The Minister for T.ands: Perhaps they
came to me as they did before, and wanteq
me to pay the cost of the motor.

Mr. BROWN: T am sure the Minister
would not give them fhat.

The Minister for Lands: T did not, did T?

Mr. BROWN : That was a different mat-
ter. That was in connection with feeding
the railways. Tn this other case the motor
truck is running parallel to the railways,
competing at 20 miley an hour with “fast”
trains running at six miles an honr.

Mr. Latham: Have you an express too?

Mr. BROWN: Yes, and that is the rate
at which it travels. People are not going to
patronise the railways when they can go hy
road very much faster. It is a mistaken
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policy on the part of the railways. When
a business man finds bis business is increas-
ing, he is not much good if he does not cater
for the public that is coming to him. The
Governmenf are standing still. A motor
coach is not a luxary; it is a business pro-
position. Is Western Australia likely to go
back? The Premier said we had had a bad
year because the wheat yield had not been
good, and yet we had a revenue of
£426,000 more than for the year before.
This proves that we are progressing, and
it behoves the Government to cater
for the requivements of the publie.
That is the way I feel. In speaking of
other departments, I do not wish to be
understood as growling. The policy of the
Government for providing water in dry
areas is good. T have nothing but thanks
to offer the Government for what they have
done in the dry areas ontback. I am ex-
tremely well satisfied with the expenditure
of money in the Pingelly electorate on water
provision. The electorate has had its share,
and the people arc satisfied. 1 ihink the
idea of this water provision came ovigin-
ally from the Leader of the Opposition.
who had a scheme relating to the dry areas
prepared hefore he left office.  The Oppo-
sition Leader has plaved a great part in
the settlement of our lands. "Che present
Minister for \Water Supply, however, is
also imbued with the idea that water is the
first essential in dry arcas. I hope he will
eontinue to administer his department in
the way he has been administering it, for
as long as ever he mav be there—at any
rate unti! next March. In onr Minister for
Health (Hon. S. W, Munsie) we have one
man in a thousand. With the co-operation
of other Ministers he is leaving marks in
Western Australia that will never he ohlit.
evaled. T sineerely regret his absence owing
to ill-health, and I trust it will not be lonx
hefore we see him back in his place. T am
told the system he is administering was in-
augurated by the previous Government. Tt
wias not my intention to speak to-night, hut
another membher has about three hours of
an oration te make, and as he did not want
to keep us here till midnight he versnaded
me to take his place. Probably this is the
last oceasion upon which some of unz will
make speeches on an Address-in-reply.

Mr. Panton: Oh, don’t say that!

Mr. BROWN: We do not know what is
ahead of us. TUndoubtedly some of usz will
not be returned. Anything T have =aid here,
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I have said for the welfare of Western Aus-
tralia. !f 1 should not have the honour to
be returncd again, I can conscientiously say
that I bave done my duty without fear or
favonr; and as long as 1 ean say that to
the people, 1 am not afraid. T thank hen.
members for giving me so attentive a hear-
ing. \Whatever I have said, and particnarly
what [ have said about group settlement,
has been uttered without any .party feeling
whatever.

On motion by Mr. Davy, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 1044 p.m.
Legislative Council,
Thursday, 12th Adugust, 1926,

PacE

Question : Mining, Medical exnminations ... w321

Committees for tho Session ... o221

Addressin-reply, gixth day .., .. 2321

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pa., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, MEDICAL EX-.
AMINATIONS,

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Are any returns available show-
ing what percentage of the 674 tubercular
and silicotic cases recorded, resulting from
medical examinations wunder the Miner's
Phthisis Act to 30th June, 1926, were em-
ployed as—{(a) underground workers; (b)
dry crushing plant workers; (e} other sur-
face workers in metalliferous mining, prior
to examinafion? 2, The average length of
period of empleyment in each eatezory, or if
the period of employment extended to more
than one category, the average peried In
each? 3, If returns are available, will the
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Minister place them on the Table of the
House? 4, If not, and the necessary data is
available, and the preparation of such a re-
turn is not too costly, will such a return be
prepared and be made available to the
House?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied :
1, Returns referred to have not been fur-
nished to the Mines Department, but may be
available at the Health Laboratory, Kalgoor-
lie. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Answered by
No. 1. 4, The matter will be referred to the

‘Medical Offieer in charge of the Health

Laboratory, Kalgoorlie, and if the informa-
tion is available, and the compilation not
too eostly, it will he provided to the House.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On wmotion by the Honorary Minister,
Sessional Committees were appointed as
follow :—

Standing Ovders—The President, the
Chief Secretary, Hon. J. Cornell, Hon. A.
Lovekin, and Hon. J. Nicholson.

Library.—The President, Hon. A. J. H.
Saw, and Hon. J. Ewing,

House.—The President, Hon. J. Cornell,
Hon. E. H. Gray, Hon. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom, and Hon. G. Potter.

Printing—The President, Hon. A. Love-
kin, and Hon. W. H. Kitson.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sixth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. W. T. GLASHEEN (South-East)
[4.35]: At the outset I desive to associate
myself with the weleome that has been ex-
tended to the new members. I am very mind-
ful of my initial entry in this Chamber and
of the kind expressions of welcome tendered
to me on thaf occasion. I well remember
how helpful they were to me, and in extend-
ing my welcome to the new members, may
I hope that it will aid them to get the
correct atmosphere of the House, as did the
remarks of hon. members to me when I
made my first appearance on the floor of the
Chamber? As one of the newly re-elected
members, may I also tender my thanks to
the previous speakers who congratulated us
upon our return? Naturallv we are pleased
to be here, and that fecling is made the more



